The Daily Astorian * The North Coast's Newspaper | Sen. Johnson is a good judge of char... Page 1 of 1 


PRINT + 


— CLUSE 


Lite 


DAIDY ASTOR EW 


Friday, September 26, 2008 


Sen. Johnson is a good judge of character 


Friday, September 26, 2008 


State Sen. Betsy Johnson sent in a photo and left a message about Henry Balensifer. whom 
she has known since he attended Warrenton High School. Balensifer, Johnson says, "is 
very eager to go to law school," and is now a sophomore at George Fox University. 


+ Johnson, who is on the board of visitors at her old law school, Northwest College of Law at 
Lewis and Clark College, invited Balensifer to a special dinner that included an audience 
with retired Supreme Court Judge Sandra Day O'Connor. Balensifer has a good deal of 

_ poise, apparently, as Johnson described him as being "such a convivial dinner companion." 
_ The Ear bets we will hear more about this young man in the future. 


Pictured above, from left, O'Connor, Dean Bob Klonoff of the Northwest College of Law at Lewis and Clark College, Johnson and 
Balensifer. 
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CHARMING COTTAGE 


2 bedrooms, 1.5 
bath, on over 1/2 
acres in Warrenton 
Home has been 
totally remodeled 
and is a must see. 
$169,900 


COLUMBIA BODY SHOP 


Business not operating 
at the present time. 
Valuable commerical 
property in downtown in | 
Warrenton. 
$199,000 


412130 SE ANCHOR wesiaaiat es SALA alle marina. 


Waitdntan 


commercial real estate 
opportunity in downtown area 
near the mooring basin. Owner 
says there is possible access to 
the nearby Skippanon River. 
Retail and service area measures 


There are seven 12’ x 30° units 
with overhead doors now used 
as warehouse space. Also 
included are 10 storage and 
parking spaces inside a chain 


BUILT IN 1940_Located in the heart of Warrenton with 
over 4400 sq.ft., 5 bedrooms and 2 baths plus water 

# closets and sinks in some of the bedrooms. Sandstone 

§ fireplaces in the library and living room. Enclosed porches 
remind us of simpler days. A country style kitchen and 

family room w/built-ins and a gas, free-standing fireplace 

for warm and cozy winter nights. All this on just over 1/2 

© of an acre this home is beautifully landscaped for privacy 

i and seclusion, just a short distance to downtown 


approximately 2,368 square feet. 


LIENEWEBER LAKE ESTATES Anew 
/ home with 3 bedrooms, den or 4th bedroom, 
| 3 full baths, living room, formal dining and 
kitchen nook can be yours soon in this 
desirable Warrenton neighborhood. Finish 
features boast, slab granite in kitchen, slate, 
tile, travertine and hardwood floors are but a 
few of the special features on this one acre 
wooded lot. 


SURE PINES LANDING... Views of Sunset 
Lake and Tillamook Head will be afforded 


$565,000 


The Millie Bossart Home. All the locals 

| immediately recognize this historic home; it's 

_ been in the same family since 1925 until the 
current owners purchased it and have spent 
the last three years lovingly updating and 
restoring the interior and exterior. With 5 bed- 
rooms and 2 baths on 2 floors there's plenty 
of room for antiques and family; you'll feel like 
you're living in history. Located right on Main 
Street with 2.5 lots, zoned commercial, this 


property would adapt beautifully to a tea room 
or antiques shop. 


lorel 0285, 000 Check i 
eck it out at 


DOG http://media.homestore. com/HSHLSG WG.htm 


link fenced area and additional 
parking space for retail. Good 


on this 1.00 acre building lot in desirable 
gated community. All utilities and some 
ocean views possible. 


In 1885 D.K. Warren, the founder of Warren- | 
ton, spared no expense in building a lasting _ 
legacy to his success. Remarkably, much of 

this home is in original condition: feather 

grained faux woodwork, original hardware, 
pocket doors, fresco ceilings and the original 
bathroom fixtures. The kitchen has been 
tastefully updated for convenience and _ 

includes a gorgeous restored 1930’s Magic © 

Chef gas range. This spacious home offers - 


5 bedrooms and 3 full $305. 000 


baths on 3 levels. 
You can imagine yourself living in his 


piece of ploy by ye http:// 


QUALITY NEW CONSTRUCTION 


48 SW BirnCH, WARRENTON 

A beautiful duplex. Both sides have 

» 3 bedrooms, laundry room, built in 

fk dishwasher, gas fire places, garages 

f and lovely out door decks. Close to 
schools, parks, and shopping. Really a 


_ 286 NW STH, WARRENTON 

... plus a whole lot more. Large home 
with 5 bedrooms 3 baths which 
includes mother-in-law apt. that has 
it's own entrance. Covered deck, hot 
= tub, 30X40 shop w/ loft. All of this on a 
large lot on a dead end street. 


_ 


© Tammy McCullough, Broker 
Office (503) 738-9531 Cell (503) 440-9411 


Pete Andere Realty, Inc. 


2480 S. Ravsavelt Drive 
Seaside, OR 97138 


DESIRABLE NEIGHBORHOOD 


1532 8TH Court, HAMMOND 

i Immaculate 4 br 2 bth home. What 
more could you ask for? Over 

2000 sq.ft. of living soace w/vaulted 
celings, gas fireplace, walk in closet, 
fenced yard, and a hot tub. All of this 
just minutes to the beach and marina. 


STUNNING 
SUNSET BEACH 
CUSTOM HOME 


Nestled in the pines, over 1/2 acre, 
close to golf and beach. 

One of the most attactive homes 
on the North Coast. 
$499,999 
Call Jay Egan 440-0288 (cell) 


BRING YOUR 
CREATIVITY 
Bakery, espresso, deli; few blocks 


to the beach. Extensive remodel, 
spacious 4 bedroom living area 
upstairs, double garage. 
$575,000 
Call Jay Egan 440-0288 (cell) 


~ HIDDEN ESTATES ~ 


3 HOMES UNDER ONSTRUCTION 
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, approx. 1900+ sq.ft., 
tile entry and countertops, bamboo floors, gas 
fireplace, cedar siding, range/microwave, 
dishwasher and much more. 


HAMMOND CLOSE TO BEACH 


‘just 3 lots left, now is the time to choose yours. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU WAITING 
FOR 
INVESTMENT 
PROPERTY 


Classic Victorian duplex used as a family home. 
Plantation style porch entirely restored. Mature 
landscaping, pond, garden and close to the beach. 
Small office building on property grounds. $529,000 


NEW CONSTRUCTION ON THE LAKE 
y LOT 7, LONG LAKE ESTATES 


New home with 
over 3200 sq.ft., 
4 bedrooms, 2.5 : 

baths, garage, 
large lot. Choose { 
your colors now 
$599,000 
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Sam Hill and Woodrow Wilson: 
Big parts in local history 


Warrenton--The beginning of « great Harbor City. 


=| 


HE new city of Warrenton is a thrivin 
] E is f : to J HE fact that this fort is the real Gate~ 
Hitele blace that is just beginning to feel the i ‘ : A 
: way to the whole Columbia River Basin 
benefits that would naturally be expected with with some 250,000 square miles to draw 


from, with the recent announcement of the 
Great Hl] System that this harbor is to be the 
terminal of both their rail and steam- 
shif lines, has encouraged the com- 
= munity to expand its boundary lines 
* to take in nearly the whole Warrenton 

peninsula. The city has voted $150,- 


the development of a Great Seaport. Tt in- 
| creased about 60 fer cent im population in 
1914. Has several good stores. two hotels, two 
sawmills, fre clam canneries, a newspaper, 
several churches and good schools. And the 
plans are out for a new High School plant 


= that will equal many of the best in the country, 000 to bring in pure mountain water, 
i= costing oie dhe neighborhood of $25,000, santana and the construction of the water system 1s to 
zB ; A p A dickies start as soon as the bonds are sold. 

IE ing site. ale SOTO NE CECE IE: 110 The immediate future is expected to bring 
eS recently been installed. great development. 
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The new Hin Terminals, 


By MATT WINTERS 
EO Media Group 


ll most of us know about the golden 
age of great ocean liners comes from 
ames Cameron’s “Titanic,” with its 
vivid depiction of stupendous luxury at the 
apex of a rigid class hierarchy. It’s a good bet 


that our ancestors — yours and mine on this 


hard-working coastline — traveled in steer- 
age rather than first class. 

Between emigrating and then returning 
from the U.S. to visit relations in England 
and Sweden, my wife’s family and mine 
voyaged on the Carinthia, Georgic, Celtic, 

F Gripsholm, Berengaria, 
Calypso, Lusitania and 
others. (At least three of 
these were torpedoed or 
bombed by Germans in 
the two world wars.) Judg- 
ing by how quickly travel- 
ers switched to airplanes once they became 
available, crossing the Atlantic inside a rum- 
bling steel hull must have been tedious and 
uncomfortable. Still, if time travel offered 
the option, it could be fun to experience 
exactly what it was like. The Berengaria, 
for example, even had its own Ritz Carlton 
restaurant. 


Cruise ships last century 

Luxurious oceangoing cruise ships are 
almost commonplace on the modern-day 
Lower Columbia River, as we have become 
a popular stop along the Pacific tourist route. 
But now isn’t the first time ocean liners 
have called here. In fact, immediately before 
World War I the Great Northern Pacific 
Steam Ship Co. was headquartered in Astoria 
and homeported in what is now Hammond. 

The SS Great Northern and her sister ship 
Northern Pacific were commissioned by the 
Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railway Co. 
to carry passengers and freight between Port- 
land and San Francisco via Astoria. Largely 
a project of Northern Pacific Railroad mag- 
nate James Hill and his son-in-law Sam Hill, 
the two ships were among the largest Amer- 
ican-manufactured ships of their time. They 
could make it to San Francisco in about 25 
hours, captained by A. Ahman. (A May 1915 
story in Railway and Marine News credits 
Ahman for his professionalism after a “disas- 
trous nor’wester” knocked out the brand- 
new ship’s steam steering gear, leaving it to 
wallow in “mountainous seas until the wind 
storm blew itself out.” 

Sam Hill was a fascinating business 
leader a century ago, playing an oversized 
role in promoting transportation infrastruc- 
ture in Washington state and Oregon. The 
fact he had more success with Oregon leg- 
islators and agencies is a big reason why 
east-west highways along the Columbia’s 
south side are so much more advanced than 
those on the north shore. (As always, Wash- 


Steamebip. “Great. Northern” of the Great Northern Pacific Steamship Company between 
San Francisco and Portland, Oregon, via Astoria, entering the Golden Gate at San Fraaciseo 


aoe VAG EY, Ottegorcee:. 4 
 Rieeak Waki doe eC Rei Be anere’ tre Dott Viovel Son tre 


i commons.wikimedia.org 
The Great Northern Pacific Steamship Co. was based in Astoria before World War I. 


Kjeld Enevoldsen Collection 


An old postcard commemorates the maiden voyage of the SS Great Northern be- 
tween Flavel (now Hammond) and San Francisco. 


ington lawmakers were intensely focused 

on developing Puget Sound, without atten- 
tion to spare for the state’s southern tier.) 
Hill’s Peace Arch on the U.S.-Canada bor- 
der at Blaine and the Maryhill Museum of 
Art in the Columbia River Gorge, devoted to 
his wife, are other lasting memorials to his 
civic-mindedness. 

Warrenton and Astoria pinned big hopes 
on the Northern steamships. I have a sou- 
venir booklet from the Great Northern’s 
official maiden landing. It testifies to what 
a big deal it was — or at least how big it 
wanted to be. 


Wilson and the war 
Warrenton’s dreams of becoming a major 
West Coast port were sunk by World War 


I, which the U.S. entered in April 1917, led 
by President Woodrow Wilson. Among my 
Grandma Bell’s things, I just recently came 
across a family memento from Wilson’s 
successful 1912 campaign for president. 
Appearing from the outside to be just a green 
satin satchel, it opens to reveal Wilson, “the 
man of the hour.” 

Possibly presaging this November’s elec- 
tion, Wilson’s election resulted from deep 
self-inflicted wounds in the Republican 
Party, with ex-President Theodore Roos- 
evelt feuding with his own former protégé, 
William Howard Taft. With the GOP in dis- 
array, Democrats took not only the White 
House but both halves of Congress. Wilson 
won with a 42 percent plurality of the pop- 
ular vote, compared to 27 percent for Roos- 


Ae 


Matt Winters Collection 


. in 
SS Great Northern sings the praises of Warrenton, whose economy local leaders hoped would be boosted by ocean liners homeported i 


A 1915 souvenir booklet for the 


the Lower Columbia. 


Matt Winters Collection 


A family memento reveals a long-ago al- 
legiance to President Woodrow Wilson. 


evelt and 23 percent for Taft. Locally, Clat- 
sop County went for Roosevelt and Pacific 

County for Taft. Oregon as a whole went to 
Wilson and Washington to Roosevelt. 

Wilson has mixed reviews as president, 
being remembered more for good intentions 
than achievements. His reputation is partic- 
ularly weak when it comes to racial justice. 
But he’! be much honored next week as the 
nation marks the centennial of the National 
Park Service, which he signed into existence 
on Aug. 25, 1916. 

It’s interesting to think how Warrenton 
and Astoria might have developed differently 
if Wilson had managed to keep us out of the 
war — his hand forced in part by the sink- 
ing of the Lusitania. In addition to a national 
park, we might have a major seaport. It 
demonstrates the remote local consequences 
of high-powered international relations and 
presidential politics. 

Matt Winters is editor and publisher of 
the Chinook Observer and Coast River Busi- 
ness Journal. 
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Mistorical Tansy Point could get interpretive kiosk 


The Columbia Press 


An interpretive kiosk is 
planned for Tansy Point 
that would tout the spot’s 
importance to early settlers, 
natural resources and Clat- 
sop Indian tribal history. 

Warrenton’s Parks Advi- 
sory Board asked the City 
Commission Tuesday night 
for a letter of support for 


the planning, fund-raising 
and construction of the kiosk. 

The kiosk would be placed 
at the 13 Street terminus 
along the Warrenton Water- 
front Trail, which runs from 
Lighthouse Park to the Ham- 
mond Marina. 

“We are trying to be tourist 
friendly,” said Bert Little, a 
member of the Parks Adviso- 
ry Board. “It’s a very histori- 


cal area.” 

In August 1851, the fener 
government attempted to re- 
move and relocate local Indi- 
ans from the area. 

But negotiations with the 
groups that included the 
Lower Chinook, Wahkia- 
kum, Willapa, Cathlamet and 
Clatsop Indians didn’t go as 
expected. The Chinook nego- 
tiated the right to remain on 


some of their traditional land 
and be buried with their an- 
cestors. 

The tribes also secured 
hunting, fishing, farming and 
gathering rights. 

The federal government, 
however, never ratified the 
Tansy Point Treaties. 

Later, Tansy Point — named 
for the tansy ragwort weed 
See ‘Tansy Point’ on Page 6 


Tansy Point: History to be posted at new kiosk 


Continued from Page 1 


that grew in abundance there 


— became the center of the 
settlement of Flavel, which 
included a hotel there. 

Eventually, the land became 
owned by the Carruthers 
family who donated it to the 
city in 1977. 

Eben Carruthers, namesake 
of the city park there, was a 
businessman and_ inventor 
of a specialized tuna canning 
process. 

More recently, the proposed 
land swap or sale of a portion 
of Tansy Point several years 
ago prompted residents to 
organize a successful ballot 
measure campaign to block 


the city from selling large 
assets without a vote of the 
people. 

“Tansy Point has a very long 
story and controversial his- 
tory,” Mayor Henry Balen- 
sifer said in voting to support 
the kiosk plan. “I think this is 
great and it helps tie our peo- 
ple to where they live.” 

The Parks Advisory Board 
and Northwest Trails Coali- 
tion plan to fund construc- 
tion of the kiosk through 
fund-raising and grants. 

The city’s letter of support 
would be used to back up any 


grant requests. 


Matt Winters Collection 
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evelt and 23 percent for Taft. Locally, 
sop County went for Roosevelt and Pacific 
County for Taft. Oregon as a whole went to 
Wilson and Washington to Roosevelt. 
Wilson has mixed reviews as president, 

being remembered more for good intentions 
than achievements. His reputation is partic- 
ularly weak when it comes to racial justice. 
But he’ll be much honored next week as the 
nation marks the centennial of the National 
Park Service, which he signed into existence 


on Aug. 25, 1916. 


It’s interesting to think how Warrenton 
and Astoria might have developed differently 
if Wilson had managed to keep us out of the 
war — his hand forced in part by the sink- 
ing of the Lusitania. In addition to a national 
park, we might have a major seaport. It 
demonstrates the remote local consequences 
of high-powered international relations and 


presidential politics. 


January 24, 2014 


Matt Winters is editor and publisher of 
the Chinook Observer and Coast River Busi- 


ness Journal. 
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SONNY DIANE COLLIER 

From: “Kenneth Shoop" <kshoop@carrollsweb.com> 
To: “Diane Collier" <dcollier04@msn.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2007 10:28 PM 


Subject: Fw: Warrenton's Legendary Police Chief 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: Kenneth Shoop 

To: Ken Shoop 

Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2007 8:12 PM 
Subject: Warrenton's Legendary Police Chief 


This is a history of what may be Warrenton's first Police Chief. | say maybe because there is a lot of gaps and 
unknown dates in the history of Warrenton's nine police Chiefs.And there may be more than nine Chiefs. 


Here is a list of the nine, Chief Bill Wallingford,Paul Miller, Roy Knutson, Bill Humphrey (aka Tomb Stone 
Humphrey)Thomas, Bill Bronson, Lonnie Johnson, Scott Church, and present Chief Bob Maxfield. 


| expect(and welcome) some letters to the editor —correcting some of this information, or adding to it. 
This portion of the history will be focused on J. W. "Bill" Wallingford -Chief of Police - Warrenton, Oregon. 


My central source of information about Bill was from his two grandchildren -- Gary Walker, and Wilbur Ternyik. 
Also, Mrs Mary Barry. 


| had numerous input from others that still live in the area. The age range was from the early seventies — one 
hundred years. | might add, that Marry was sharp as a tack at one hundred years old! 


One thing that rung clear was -- that Bill was not your ordinary kind of a man! He was a legend. Tall, strong as a 
ox, and kind, and mean. He strictly enforced the law. 


Let us begin - Bill Wallingford was born on the Kansas prairie.in a sod house.Sometime in the 1870 - 80's. One of 
his first jobs was to collect Buffalo chips for stove fire and heat. If you do not know what Buffalo chips are -- your 
education is not complete yet.Put in the non-vulgar --it was Buffalo excrement, well dried. 


As a boy on the Kansas prairie -- hardship was the order of the day. How much schooling did he have ? Who 
knows — maybe none. 


Wild Bill - came west with his Father and Mother, and his great-grandmother. They came by wagon train. Bill told 
Wilbur , his grandson , that they buried his younger brother on the trail. 


When Bill arrived in Warrenton is still left to discover. The calculated guess is maybe about 1910 — early 1920's. 


Bill still was not ready for the Warrenton Police Chief job yet. He ran a Tavern down on the Warrenton water front 
for some years. Also, he got into the firewood business.Among other pursuits, he raised calves for veal. 


Well, old Bill was hired as Warrenton's Police Chief. Probably in the late 1920's to the the early 30's. The 
Warrenton Historical Society has some photos of Bill standing by other city dignitaries. The fire engine Is a 1919 
model, although the truck was probably being used in the 30's 


When the city hired Bill -- his job description was a bit unusual. Well - that ought to be par for the course for Bill. 
He was the Police Chief, and in charge of maintaining the wooden sidewalks,water system and open sewage 
ditches. (yes, | said open) and | ama witness to those open ditches! Bill kept right on raising calves and 

running the wood business.Oh, one more job of Bill - he went to Cordova, Alaska every year and dug razor clams 


5/30/2007 
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- for fast money. 


Bill never packed a gun. He did not need one! His grandson Wilbur told me that his "Pa" would walk right into a 
rowdy tavern and "bare fist" them, and toss them out into the streets! He once took Wilbur(small boy) toa crime . 
A man had his head blown of with a shotgun — there was blood and flesh everywhere. Routine job for Bill! And 
maybe he was grooming his grandson for the job? 


The CCC boys were station in Warrenton during the depression -southern boys , and they thought that Warrenton 
was a "foreign Nation" and they could get drunk and rip the town apart -- like a bunch of wild sailors! - The story 
goes that Bill was summoned for trouble at the local tavern. He walks in — and one of those tough guys says to 
Bill, " hey old man get on out of here" then to add insult to injury - they all laughed at ole Bill. Big mistake! Bill grab 
them up and dragged them to the door and pitched them out into the street! 


Bill was married to a Clatsop Indian lady. Some locals at the time and (now) accuse him of being prejudice 
against the Indians - because he always threw them in the Warrenton jail for "no cause", well that is a whole new 
story. 


And talking about the Warrenton jail - it was nothing but a small "chicken coop" | remember it, about six by eight 
feet. No windows, only an opening with bars. The rats lived in that jail also. Bill made good use of the jail — he 
would simply drag his captives and toss them in. He was not bothered with the "administration of Justice" and 
formal booking procedures -- life was simple then. 


When his grandkids(and others) got rowdy and would not mind, he took them to the jail and locked them up for 
spell. might add, that there is a few other kids in this town (that are still living here) got tossed into "Bill's Jail"! 


One time his grandson Wilbur at about 12 years of age was down at the tavern on main -- playing pool. Bill walks 
in and throws Wilbur out - and tells the management that he will shut them down for allowing minors in the bar - 
and furthermore if they have any disagreement with him, they can try settling it right now, against his bare 
knuckles! You might say Bill was the first "liquor control agent”. 


Bill fell ill with diabetes in the 1960's and it is assumed that he died in Seaside. 


Well! from Buffalo chip gatherer - to Police Chief of Warrenton, Bill was a real legend! 


No virus found in this incoming message. 
Checked by AVG Free Edition. 
Version: 7.5.472 / Virus Database: 269.8.1/822 - Release Date: 5/28/2007 11:40 AM 
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WARRENTON FIRE DEPT. 
erly 


138 S.E. MAIN ST. 
Wal Linesfo re 


LEFT TO RIGHT: fe ieial 
ART KNIGHT: FIRE CHIEF, BILL HEPNER, G. CLIFFORD BARLOW: CITY MANAGER : FAR Righ! 
Main SV. 


BILL WALLINGFORD: POLICE CHIEF. 
ERA: LATE 1930'S Warrenton - ORegon 
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t Alvin Birkholz pummels the old Warrenton city jail into the dirt. 
. The'cooler ' had to give way to make parking room for the new city hall. 
Tt hadn't had a recident far waare 
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Photos by Damian Mulinix/For The Daily Astorian 
Director Chris Lang is filming his next movie at Coffenbury Lake, in part because of its “creepy” name. 


AT COFFENBURY LAKE eS 


1S IN THE NAME 


By JACK HEFFERNAN 
The Daily Astorian 


ative Astorian Chris Lang momentarily experienced what 
could have been an opening scene in one of his horror 
movies. 

While walking at Cullaby Lake on a typically cloudy day in 
2006, Lang’s dog suddenly started acting strange, running through 
trees surrounding the lake. The dog appeared to be chasing some- 
thing or someone inside the trees. 

“Everything felt eerie and weird,” Lang said. “So, I was like, 
‘It would be great to have a story that is centered at a lake like 
this where there are sort of these weird mysteries and supernatural 
undertones.” 

Years later, Lang has returned to begin working on his fourth fea- 
ture film: “Coffenbury Lake.” Though not the same lake as the one 
that inspired the film, the name “Coffenbury” and the atmosphere 
— surrounding trees with green moss dangling from their limbs — 
seemed apt for a horror movie, Lang said. 


Astoria graduate 

Lang, a 2002 Astoria High School graduate, now lives in Wash- 
ington, D.C., and directs episodes for the Reelz cable network show 
“Copycat Killers.” This week, he and his partially complete cast and 
crew have been scouting the Coffenbury Lake area and taking initial 
photos that will appear in the film’s opening credits. 

Dakota Dawson, an Astoria High School sophomore, was on set 
Monday and will play a victim in photos of the captured serial kill- 
er’s initial murders. When Lang was a similar age, he worked for 
Dawson’s mother, Teona, who owns T. Paul’s Urban Cafe down- 
town. While an artist applied makeup to Dakota’s face to give him 
a deathly appearance, his mother recalled encouraging Lang to pur- 
sue his film aspirations. 

Lang delved into the horror genre in his most recent movie, “Val- 
ley of Ditches,” after finishing two dramas. As his career progresses, 
he’s become more comfortable telling horror stories. 

“We heard that that’s more of a marketable genre, and it’s done 
really well so far,” Lang said. “Td never been at a point where I felt 
comfortable telling them until I had a couple films under my belt. I 


See MOVIE, Page 7A 


ABOVE: Actor Dakota Dawson has makeup applied to make him 
look like a corpse. BELOW: Makeup artist Jane Powers works 
to give Astoria sophomore Dakota Dawson the appearance of 
being a corpse for a movie being filmed at Coffenbury Lake. 
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Damian Mulinix/For The Daily Astorian 
Actress Amanda Todisco, left, will once again co-star in a film by young director Chris Lang. 


Movie: It’s a mystery with supernatural 
elements centered around the area lake 


Continued from Page 1A 


feel like a lot of people like the 
mystery and the sort of eerie, 
dreary mysteries.” 

“Coffenbury Lake” will 
feature some of the same 
actors who played in Lang’s 
previous film. 

“T like working in nature,” 
said Amanda Todisco, a “Val- 
ley of Ditches” star and 
co-writer. “I like the creepiness 
of the woods in the nighttime.” 

The screenplay placed in 
the top eight among thou- 
sands of horror entries at the 
2016 Slamdance Film Fes- 


tival in Utah. Lang hopes to 
finish “Coffenbury Lake” by 
August so he can submit the 
final product to the festival, 
which will take place again 
next January. From there, the 
film likely would go on to play 
at festivals, such as South By 
Southwest, Lang said. 

“That would be a huge 
boost,” he said. 


Summer filming 
Before shooting _ the 
film in late July and early 
August, Lang will be hir- 
ing more cast and crew. He is 
speaking with agents in Los 


Angeles and is looking for 
candidates through the Screen 
Actors Guild. 

The film, featuring six to 
seven main and supporting 
actors, 15 to 20 alternate char- 
acters and 15 to 18 crew work- 
ers, will be Lang’s largest pro- 
duction to date. 

“Coffenbury Lake” is a 
mystery with supernatural ele- 
ments. Set in a small, dreary 
coastal town in the Northwest, 
it involves a serial killer who 
would murder and leave vic- 
tims’ bodies around the lake. 
But one year after the killer is 
caught, more murders occur in 


the same place. 

“It draws the detective that 
basically gave his entire life 
to solve this case back into 
it, and he has to face his past 
ghosts,” Lang said. . 

Lang hopes audiences will 
appreciate the film’s mes- 
sage of hope through dir 
circumstances. 

“It’s not a positive movie,” 
Lang said. “Sometimes in the 
worst tragedies in life people 
get so beat down, but I feel 
like, in this film, our protag- 
onist uses that as almost like 
a tool that other people can’t 
access.” 
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“Making a difference through excellence of service” 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Linda Engbretson 
City Manager 
225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 


503-861 -2233/ Ext. 100 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-2351 Fax 
lengbretson @ci.warrenton.or.us 


“Making a difference through excellence of service” 


CITY OF WARRENTON 
April Clark 


Finance Director 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-2233 
503-861-2351 Fax 
aclark @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Jane Sweet 
Harbormaster 
Warrenton Marina/P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
jsweet@ci.warrenton.or.us 


503-861-3822 
503-861-2370 Fax 
VHF Channel 16 
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CIry OF WARRENTON 
Mike Olson 


Assistant Harbormaster 


Warrenton Marina/P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
harboroffice @ci.warrenton.or.us 


503-861-3822 
503-861-2370 Fax 
VHF Channel 16 
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City OF WARRENTON 


Chuck Goodwin 
Building Official 
225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 


Warrenton, OR 97146 
cgoodwin @ci.warrenton.or.us 


503-861-0920 
503-861-2351 Fax 
503-791-0694 (cell) 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
Henry A. Balensifer III 
Mayor 


225 S. Main Ave. / PO Box 250 


Cell 503-338-9456 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


hbalensifer@ci.warrenton.or.us 
www facebook.com/HenryBalensifer 


CITY OF WARRENTON 


Tom Dyer 
Commissioner 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-440-6300 (cell) 
tdyer @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Rick Newton 
Commissioner 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-338-2279 (cell) 
rnewton @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
Mark Baldwin 


Commissioner 


503-298-9204 
mbaldwin @ci.warrenton.or.us 


P.O. Box 716 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
Pam Ackley 


Commissioner 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-717-3796 Cell 
packley @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


R. Collin Stelzig 
Public Works Director 


45 SW 2nd Street/ P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
rstelzig@ci.warrenton.or.us 


Office: 503-861-0914 
Fax: 503-861-9661 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Dawne Shaw 
Deputy City Recorder 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-2233 
503-861-2351 Fax 
dshaw @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Janice Weese 
Building Clerk 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-0920 
503-861-2351 Fax 
jweese @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
Eryn Cary 


Accountant 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-2233 
503-861-2351 Fax 
ecary @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Jessica Barrett 
Accounting Technician 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-2233 
503-861-2351 Fax 
jbarrett@ci.warrenton.or.us 
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Ciry OF WARRENTON 


Kyle Sharpsteen 
Public Works Operations Manager 


503-861-0912 
503-298-9306 (cell) 
kyle@ci.warrenton.or.us 


45 SW 2nd St/P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


John Shepherd, JR. 
Fire Captain, Training Officer 
225 S. Main/P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-2494 
503-861-2351 Fax 


“Making a difference through excellence of service” 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
Mathew J. Workman 


Chief of Police 


225 S. Main Ave./P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
mworkman @ci.warrenton.or.us 
http://ci.warrenton.or.us/police 


503-861-2235 

503-861-2863 Fax 
503-325-4411 Dispatch 
Facebook: “Warrenton Police” 


WARRENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 


225 S. Main Ave. 
P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


503-861-2235 Phone 
503-861-2863 Fax 
503-325-4411 Dispatch 


ksmith@ci.warrenton.or.us 
http://ci.warrenton.or.us/police 


Kathi Smith 
Municipal Court Clerk/ 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
Bob Bingham 


Water Treatment Facility Superintendent 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Duane Hartman 
Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator 


Water Facility Office/Fax: 503-738-7809 
86646 Lewis & Clark Rd. 503-468-8130 (cell) 


Seaside, OR 97138 WarrentonTP @gmail.com 


105 NE 5™ Street/P.O. Box 250 503-861-2460 
Warrenton, OR 97146 503-298-9343 (cell) 
dhartman @ci.warrenton.or.us 
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City OF WARRENTON 


Dave Davis 
Water Treatment Facility Operator 


Administration (503-861-0823) 

City Hall (503-861-2233) 

Building & Planning (503-861-0920) 
Library (503-861-3919) 

Marina (503-861-3822) 

Public Works (503-861-0912) 

Utility Billing (503-861-2233) 


Water Facility 
86646 Lewis & Clark Rd. 
Seaside, OR 97138 


Office/Fax: 503-738-7809 
Cell: 503-468-8267 
Email: WarrTP@ gmail.com 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
Bob Bingham 


Water Treatment Facility Superintendent 


Water Facility Office/Fax: 503-738-7809 
86646 Lewis & Clark Rd. 503-468-8130 (cell) 
Seaside, OR 97138 WarrentonTP @gmail.com 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Brian Crouter 
Water Quality Technician 


45 SW 2nd Street/ P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
bcrouter @ci.warrenton.or.us 


Office: 503-861-0914 
Fax: 503-861-9661 
Cell: 503-741-1905 
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CiTy OF WARRENTON 


Brian Crouter 
Water Quality Technician 


45 SW 2nd Street/ P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
bcrouter@ci.warrenton.or.us 


Office: 503-861-0914 
Fax: 503-861-9661 
Cell: 503-741-1905 
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18th Annual CAR SHOW 
Camp Rilea - Warrenton, Oregon 
REGISTRATION—$15. 


Active Military—free (w/current Military ID) 
SHOW TIME FROM 9:AM TIL 4:p 


JUDGING FROM 10:AM—12: NOON 


OPEN TO ALL HOT RODS—ANTIQUES—SPECIAL INTEREST CARS - TRUCKS 


SPECTATOR PARKING FEE: $2. PER PERSON IN CAR, 
UNDER 12 YRS. FREE wHen AccomPANIED BY AN ADULT. DEL’S OK 
TIRE & AUTO SERVICE 


PROCEEDS BENEFIT CLATSOP COMMUNITY COLLEGE “AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM” 
AND OTHER LOCAL YOUTH EDUCATION PROGRAMS 


Guaranteed Rain - - - - or Double your Fun |! 
For more Information call: Wei ee i a 
Sa Burt Young (503) 338-8719 Tey Os 
g Pay ells 


y Presented by: Lauer Columbia Classics Car Chub, Astoria, Oregon 


50'S Cruise Reunion 
Norill 2th, 2018 
Camp Rilea, Warrenton, OR. 


DASH PLAQUES TO THE FIRST 150 ENTRIES 


Liability; In consideration of the acceptance of the right to participate, I agree to release and discharge the LOWER 
COLUMBIA CLASSICS CAR CLUB and STATE OF OREGON, their directors, officers. Employees, agents, representa- 
tives, Sponsors and anyone else connected with the management or presentation of the 50's CRUISE REUNION CAR 
SHOW of any and all known and unknown damages, injuries, liens, judgments and/or claims from any cause whatsoever 
that may be suffered by any entrant to his/her person or property. I also agree that Lower Columbia Classics Car 
Club may use images & or descriptions of my entry on their website and for advertising purposes as they see fit. 


SIGNED DATE: 
(must be signed to participate) 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY Silico mew ede am ZL Ps 
MaAlOlNis SSS ei a re 
CA Remini en uti hog) Seve BY EARS oe, 


MODEL COLOR 
SPECIAL FEATURES 
CAR CLUB AFFILIATION 


OPEN TO ALL HOT RODS-STREET RODS-ANTIQUES-SPECIAL 
INTEREST CARS & TRUCKS 


REGISTRATION: $15.00 PER VEHICLE 
SEND REGISTRATION & PAYMENT TO: 


50'S CRUISE REUNION, P.O. Box 1259, Astoria, Oregon 97103 
Info: Burt Young (503) 338-8719 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LOWER COLUMBIA CLASSICS 


Presented by: Lemer Columbia Classics Car Chub, Astoria, Oregon 
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A Warrenton firefighter checks on hotspots during the controlled burn of a building near Warrenton High School. 


A SLOW 
URN 


Story and photos by 
COLIN MURPHEY 
The Daily Astorian 


he Warrenton Fire Department performed a con-| 
trolled burn near the high school Wednesday eve- | 

ning to help get rid of a small, one-story building 
that was intended for demolition. The training exercise 
involved about a dozen personnel and several vehicles, 
including a ladder truck. The building took a little lon- 
ger than expected to burn, but Fire Chief Tim Demers 
said the operation was successful and went as planned. 
The public was allowed to view the event from a safe 


distance. 


Firefighters keep watch on the burn. 


Firefighters monitor the burn. 


A firefighter climbs a ladder to work a hose. 
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Firefighters monitor the intentional burn. 


Firefighters spray 
water on trees be- 
hind the burn. 
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Two properties 
declared public 
nuisances 


By Crnpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


A former residence and a former 
business were declared public nui- 
sances Tuesday night in the city’s on- 
going crusade against blight. 

Owners of the long-abandoned blue 
house at 925 E. Harbor Drive and a 
former gas station at 238 S. Main Ave. 
have 10 days to clear their properties 
or face further city intervention. 

“(It) has been five years and we're 
finally doing something,” Mark Bald- 
win said in urging his fellow commis- 
sioners to act after Mayor Pro Tem 
Rick Newton suggested the business 
owner may only need prodding in- 
stead of such severe legal action. 

Prodding the done the last time he 
was on the commission, Baldwin said, 
and the property directly across from 
City Hall remained a mess. “So if we 
wait, are we going to wait another five 
years?” 

Commissioner Tom Dyer spent 
much of the prior week helping the 
former tenant remove old engines, 
batteries, metal drums and vehicles 
off the property, an effort lauded by 
fellow commissioners. | 


See ‘Nuisances’ on Page 6 


Source: City of Warrenton 
Owners of a deteriorating house on 
Harbor Drive have 10 days to re- 
move the nuisance. 


“Any time we can get an am- 
icable resolution, that should 
be our goal,” Mayor Henry 
Balensifer said. “I believe we 
need to go through the offi- 
cial process to make sure ev- 
erything’s followed through.” 

Both properties are front| 
and center on the city’s main 


entryways. 

The former gas station is 
on the main drag, an area 
targeted for beautification in 


the coming fiscal year. The 


property is owned by the Al- 


ice Ann Codd Trust. 

Visitors headed to Fort Ste- 
vens and other camping areas 
pass right by the dilapidated 
blue house. 

The house was built in 1885 
and the property was sold 
in 2014 to Thompson Har- 
bor Drive Rentals LLC and 
Heather Renee Wass doing 
business as America’s Best 
Storage, according to county 
records. 

Nearly all cities, including 
Warrenton, have laws on the 
books that allow them to de- 
clare a nuisance of any prop- 
erty that could affect public 
health and safety. 

Abandoned houses, for in- 
stance, can attract teenagers 
and transients. Unsecured 
engines and other equipment 
seem to children like fun 
things to climb on. 

Metal drums filled with oils 


ee 


Old vehicles, tires and 
other auto debris litter 
the former gas station 
across from City Hall. 
The owner was given 
10 days to clean it up. 


City of Warrenton 


and other substances can be 
environmentally hazardous. 

The municipal code pro- 
hibits scattering rubbish on 
public or private property 
and anything that mars the 
appearance, creates a stench 
or fire hazard, detracts from 
cleanliness or safety or would 
be likely to injure a person, 
animal or vehicle. 

Both nuisance votes were, 
unanimous, with Commis- 
sioner Pam Ackley absent. 

Letters notifying all proper- 
ty owners of the potential vote 
were sent by certified mail on 
April 10. Warrenton Police 
Department posted notices 
on the sites on April 16. 

Owners now have 10 days to 
remove the nuisance. 

If no action is taken, the city 
can choose to do the cleanup 
and would place a lien on the 
properties for the cost of the 
cleanup. 


Cand A018 


Nuisances: City forces cleanup of properties | 
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137 S. Hwy 101, Warrenton, OR 97146 


DENVER CO 
PERMIT #3280 


WE KNOW OUR CUSTOMERS WANT TO SHOP FOR PRODUCE 
WITHOUT WORRYING IF IT IS ORGANIC OR NOT. 


They “Just Say No” to conventional produce grown with chemical fertilizers, synthetic 
pesticides, herbicides and genetically modified plants. That’s why we ONLY sell 100% 
organic produce, free-range eggs, pasture-based dairy and naturally raised meats. That 
way, there’s no guesswork, no cross-contamination and no mix-ups. Our competitors 
sell many products that don’t meet these standards and can’t make the same promise. 
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F R E E BAG | : 2 of SEASIDE OR 97138-0468 
DOUBLE WITH PURCHASE’ 2 . 
POINTS AND GIFT CARD GIVEAWAY er ae 


One $25 card randomly given away, at checkout, every 
for {N}power members hour at all stores. Enter for a chance to win a $100 gift 
card at your store.™* 


a 


“Limit one per customer. Valid 4/22/18 only while supplies last. No rainchecks. **No purchase necessary. A purchase will not incfease your chances of winning. Open only 
to legal residents’of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia, 18 years or older. Void whére prohibited by law. Sweepstakes starts and ends on April 22, 2018. For 
Official Rules and complete details, visit: www.naturalgrocers.com/sweepstakes. Sponsor: Vitamin Cottage Natural Food Markets, Inc. 
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Organic Russet Potatoes 


Always Affordable~ 


Valid at Natural Grocers WARRENTON store. Customer is responsible for any applicable sales tax. Quantity limited to stock on hand; no 
rain checks, Offers valid only from 4/1/18-4/30/18 except where noted. Void where prohibited by law. We reserve the right to correct errors, 
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FREE, FREE 
AND FREE. 


FREE OFFERS VALID 4/1/18 -4/15/18 
IN WARRENTON ONLY 
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NATURAL GROCERS’ HONEY 
Raw and Unfiltered Clover “- 
Honey Bear. One 120z Bear. 
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is RUDI'S ORGANIC BREAD 
100% Whole Wheat or Honey Sweet Honey 
HN Whole Wheat Organic Bread. One 220z. Loaf 
0 II) Ill 2 


NATURAL GROCERS’ 
ALMOND BUTTER 

Fresh Ground Almond Butter 
One 1Ib. Tub (approx. weight) 


mn 
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FREE OFFERS VALID 4/1/18 -4/15/18 
IN WARRENTON ONLY 
One coupon per household, while supplies last. No cash value, No minimum purchase 
Single use coupon. No photocopies accepted. Offer good at the Natural Grocers Warrenton 
location only. In-store only, original coupon must be surrendered upon redemption 


April 6, 2018 


Growth is great, but prompts Warrenton to set goals 


Warrenton is a very exciting 
place to be. 

We've seen unprecedented 
growth in the past 10 years. 
This has translated into a 
cornucopia of shopping and 
dining choices, and we're 
building more housing than 
any other city in the county. 

There’s something for just 
about everybody. There’s 
no denying — these chang- 
es have come with growing 
pains, but we are poised to 
meet those challenges. The 
primary question we’re ask- 
ing is “What decisions can we 
make now to ensure Warren- 
ton is a great place to live and 
raise a family in 10 years?” 

_ Last meeting, the City Com- 
‘mission established 4 goals 
to begin answering that ques- 
tion. 

_ Each has specific bench- 
marks to ensure the citizens 
can measure tangible results 
from these goals. 

The goals are Community 
Building, Vision Plan Up- 
date, Downtown Improve- 
ments and Emergency Pre- 
_paredness. 

- [ll briefly cover the bench- 
marks for these goals: 
sCommunity Building: 
We want to create more op- 
portunities for residents to 
interact. This includes en- 
couraging city departments 
to sponsor events. We will 
also create a public email 
newsletter to better spread 
the word about events, proj- 
ects and meetings. Finally, 
we wanted a citizen police 
academy to foster better un- 
| derstanding of police work in 
_ our city. I’m proud to say the 
_WPD is already taking appli- 
cations on the city website! 

‘Vision Plan Update: 
We have prioritized starting 
a communitywide process 


for updating the 2001 Com- 
munity Vision Plan. This 
will inform future chang- 
es to our city code as we lay 
the groundwork for a more 
livable, vibrant city in the 
decades to come. We also 
decided to apply for grant 
funding to start an econom- 
ic roadmap plan. Unlike a 
vision plan, which is aimed 
at long-term future goals, an 
economic roadmap looks at 
what exists and creates an ac- 
tion plan for immediate work 
and near-term results. 

* Downtown Improve- 
ments: These have been 
talked about for decades. 
Using grants, as well as city 
and Urban Renewal Agency 
funds, we plan on updating 
our urban renewal plan to de- 
tail the most strategic use of 
funds and increase mobility 
in our downtown corridors. 
We also are going to deal with 
blighted and nuisance prop- 
erties. 

¢ Emergency Prepared- 
ness: This is ongoing, but 
overall, we plan to do better 


be 


at getting the word out and 
preparing citizens for emer- 
gencies. This isn’t just for 
“the big one,” but also small- 
er incidents. 

Preparedness is a mindset, 
and we recognize the city 
must take a more active role 
in shaping that. We are cur- 
rently trying to put together 
a new Emergency Operations 
Plan to serve as a springboard 
for more preparedness, and 
we are putting up sirens at 
the Warrenton and Ham- 
mond fire stations. 


Concerned about elk? 

I will be hosting my sec- 
ond Town Hall at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, April 12, at the 
community center. 

The topic will be elk and 
there will be a briefing from 
OSP, ODFW and WPD. 

Come find out more about 
the elk issue, the stats and 
what to do about it. 

I'll also be looking for 
community-driven ideas 


everal local police officers 
graduate next week from basic 
police academy at the Oregon 
Department of Public Safety 
Standards and Training. 

The 16-week course cov- 
ers survival skills, firearms, 
emergency vehicle opera- 
tions, ethics, cultural di- 
ersity, problem _ solving, 
community policing, elder 


on what other things we 
could do about it. 


New police officers 
Christopher Beem 
and Sheridan 
Crutcher accept 
the oath from 
Police Chief Matt 

- Workman late last 
B year at Warrenton 

i da City Hall. 


jot bate ami Yo 


fficers complete standards training 


abuse, drug recognition and 
dozens of other subjects. 
Astoria Police Chief Geoff 
Spalding will speak at gradu- 
ation ceremonies April 13 in 
Salem. 

Among the graduates: Of- 
ficers Christopher Beem and 
Sheridan Crutcher, Warren- 
ton; and Andrew Murray and 
Levi Winfrey, Astoria. 


It’s our Grand Opening! 


Come celebrate our new store this weekend. 


Drop by for some family fun and plenty of free samples*. 


Saturday from 11am - 6pm 


TS Ensign ne Walmart 
i’ Warrenton, OR 
97146 


“While supplies last 


TAX AND DELIVERY CHARGE 
ALREADY INCLUDE 


LIMITED DELIVERY AREA. 


CASH VALUE 1/20¢. PRICES MAY VARY. TAX MAY APPLY. 
MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED. 


Large Pizza with up to 5-Toppings 
plus a 2-Liter Coca-Cola® Product 
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Warrenton balances wetlands with development 


Some residents 
critical of a 
housing project 


By KATIE 
FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — City 
Commissioners tried to hit 
a. balance Tuesday between 
allowing a developer to build 
in a wetland area and address- 
ing neighborhood fears that 
any new buildings will exac- 
erbate flooding and drainage 
issues on their street. 

The debate highlights a 
common problem when it 
comes to building in the wet- 
land-rich city where major 
development has occurred in 
the past, continues today and 


is expected to unfold in the 
future. Despite all the flat land, 
there’s also water everywhere. 
It swells with the tides and 
during heavy rains. It never 
truly goes away. 

“Hey, you can walk out 
here, poke a hole in the asphalt 
and dig down a foot and you’re 
going to find water,” City 
Commissioner Mark Baldwin 
said. 

On Tuesday, residents of 
Cedar Avenue continued their 
appeal of a Planning Commis- 
sion decision to allow devel- 
oper Adam Crites to build on 
a small portion of his property 
designated as wetland. Crites 
hopes to build duplexes on the 
street. 

Residents Terry and Nancy 
Ager argued that Cedar Ave- 
nue and Cedar Court are rou- 
tinely impacted during tidal 


‘Hey, you can walk out here, 
poke a hole in the asphalt 
and dig down a foot and 
you're going to find water.’ 


City Commissioner Mark Baldwin 


and heavy rain events, and 
flooding damage occurred in 
the 1980s and 1990s. 

They did not oppose new 
development on the street 
but they asked that Crites not 
be allowed to fill in the wet- 
lands. Nancy Ager also asked 
for city protection if Crites 
was allowed to fill in the wet- 
land and then something went 
wrong. 

Crites disputed the neigh- 
bors’ claims. There are drain- 
age issues on the street, he 


said, but there is no analysis to 
back up claims that his devel- 
opment plans would impact 
neighboring properties. But, 
he added, he wanted to work 
with the city. 

City staff originally rec- 
ommended denial of Crites’ 
request for a wetland hard- 
ship variance when he went 
before the Planning Com- 
mission in April, contend- 
ing that he could build around 
the small wetland area. Staff 
generally agreed with Crites, 


though, that his project would 
“not be detrimental to public 
improvements or adjacent pri- 
vate property.” 

“I’ve heard you guys loud 
and clear,” Crites told the city 
commissioners Tuesday. “My 
intention (was) to accommo- 
date the city from the get-go of 
this project almost three years 
ago. I continue to intend to do 
so.” 

When new construction 
surrounds or encroaches on 
wetlands in some locations 


jin Warrenton and Hammond, 


the new houses set on man- 
made elevations higher than 
their neighbors risk displacing 
water and sending it next door. 
In April, a family in Hammond 
told city commissioners about 
flooding around their house 
that began when the owner of 
the neighboring property sub- 


divided his lot and raised the 
elevation. 

On Tuesday, city commis- 
sioners asked what needed to 
change to get the project to 
Syess- 

“] want housing in Warren- 
ton, but I do not want qual- 
ity of life to go down,” Com- 
missioner Rick Newton said. 
“And if it floods these other 
houses, I can’t say that makes 
the quality of life any better.” 

The commission voted to 
deny the Agers’ appeal and 
approve Crites’ application, 
which comes with some condi- 
tions from the Planning Com- 
mission. City commissioners 
also added one condition of 
their own: That Crites stick to 
the neighborhood’s “common 
elevation.” Whatever he builds 
will be on the same level as 
everyone else. 


In my last Mayor’s Message, 
I talked about our city goals 
for the coming fiscal year. 
Those goals are Community 
Building, Vision Plan Update, 
Downtown Improvements 
and Emergency Prepared- 
ness. 
| The overarching question 
that guided the creation of 
these goals was “What de- 
cisions can we make now to 
ensure Warrenton is a great 
place to live and raise a fami- 
ly in 10 years?” 

As some may already know, 
every Monday at 9 a.m., [hold 
‘a constituent coffee at City 
Hall. Everyone is welcome 
to come. It’s a lot less formal 
than a commission meeting, 
and it’s a great way to have 
frank exchanges about con- 
cerns. 

A recurring concern has 
been nuisance properties. 
Nuisance properties are easy 
to spot. They’re usually com- 
mercial ar residential proper- 
ties that have junk strewn all 
over or, in a more recent case, 
a derelict and condemned 
house that blights the entry- 
way to our city. 

Nobody likes living or work- 
ing next to a nuisance. They 
create public safety hazards 


Community building for the next decade 


and/or reduce a_neighbor- 
hood’s attractiveness, which 
affects property values. 

The best way to abate nui- 
sances is for property owners 
to take notice and clean up 
their properties. If they do 
not, the city will send a let- 
ter and suggest they clean up 
their property. 

If the property is not 
cleaned up, then the issue 
will go before the city com- 
mission for a nuisance decla- 
ration to compel the property 
owner to abate the nuisance 
in 10 days. If those 10 days 
expire and no appeal is filed, 
the city can send in a crew to 
clean it up and bill the owner 
for the cleanup cost. 

If a property owner does not 
pay the cleanup costs, then a 
lien is placed on the property. 
I can only recall one property 
where this occurred, and that 
was a very special case that 
involved federal law enforce- 
ment actions as well. In that 
case, the city had to absorb 
the cost. 

I want to point out the 
amazing efforts that City 
Commissioner Tom Dyer 
has taken to work alongside 
property owners to abate nui- 
sances. In addition to gently 


approaching property own- 
ers to see if they'd voluntarily 
clean up, he’s organized vol- 
unteer crews to assist in ef- 
forts when necessary. This is 
true community building — 
neighbors helping neighbors! 

In the past year, four prop- 
erties have been declared 
nuisances, and three have 
been cleaned up. The fourth 
one was declared just last 
week. 

The city manager is pro- 
posing a matching grant pro- 
gram for the Urban Renewal 
Advisory Committee’s review 
to see if the Warrenton Ur- 
ban Renewal Agency could 
provide matching funds to 
help cover the costs of volun- 
tary cleanup. Our Economic 
Roadmapping process is just 
getting under way, which I 
expect will result in the for- 
mation of a community ac- 
tion team to more formally 
assist with cleanups. 

If you have not yet taken 
our city economic survey, I 
earnestly request you take 
it. It’s only eight questions 
and we are looking for as 
much citizen input as possi- 
ble. The survey is at: https: // 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/ 
VZ3F8FC 6-1-2018 -C A 


VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
FLAG POLE PARK 
VETERANS MONUMENT DEDICATION 


Sponsored by the Fort Stevens 10580 VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS Post & Auxiliary 


Welcome: 
Invocation: 
Pledge of Allegiance: 


National Anthem: 


History of Monument: 


Special Guests: 


Special Speaker: 
Missing Man Table: 
Musical Selection: 
Unveiling: 

Thank you: 


Benediction: 


August 25, 2018 


Ft Stevens 10580 Auxiliary President, Debbie Little 

Leroy Dunn, Post 10580 Chaplain 

All — Led by Cub Scout Pack 509 

Soloist - Kara Dowaliby 

Warrenton Grade School Students led by teacher Mindy Little will sign the 
National Anthem. 

Debbie Little Fort Stevens 10580 Auxiliary President 

Senator Betsy Johnson 

Mayor Henry Balensifer III 

Artist — Mark Kenny 

Department of Oregon Sr. Vice Commander John Wrinkle 
Debbie Little Fort Stevens 10580 Auxiliary President 

Proud to Be an American — Warrenton Grade School Students 
Bert Little Fort Stevens 10580 Post Quartermaster 


Debbie Little Fort Stevens 10580 Auxiliary President 


Leroy Dunn Fort Stevens 10580 Post Chaplain 


Ft Stevens Post 10580 VFW wishes to thank all who have attended and participated with this service. 
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Hammond man to run 
for Warrenton mayor 


By KATIE 
FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — A Ham- 
mond man will challenge 
Mayor Henry Balensifer in the 
November election. 

John Washington, 54, has 
lived in Hammond for 18 
years. Now retired, he worked 
as an automotive technician 
and commercial truck driver. 
He served on school 
boards when he lived 
in Idaho, but this will 
be his first time run- 
ning for a govern- 


voice,” he said. “The citizens 
of Warrenton and Hammond 
have become complacent to 
the fact that the City Commis- 
sion doesn’t consider much of 
what they have to say.” 

He was inspired, in part, 
to run over the City Com- 
mission’s decision in 2015 to 
restrict marijuana businesses 
to the east side of U.S. High- 
way 101. Warrenton voters 
had approved the sale of rec- 
reational marijuana in 
2014, but the city had 
enacted a one-year 
moratorium on dis- 
pensaries earlier that 


ment office in Clatsop same year. 

County. At the time the 
Balensifer — was commission passed 

appointed to finish John the ordinance limit- 

out the rest of former Washington ing where the drug 


mayor Mark Kuja- 
la’s term after Kujala resigned 
last year. Balensifer, who was 
elected to the City Commis- 
sion in 2012, promised to run 
for mayor when the term he 
took over from Kujala expired, 

Balensifer works for Lektro 
as the towless aircraft tug com- 
pany’s communications and 
government relations manager. 

Washington plans to cam- 
paign on street repairs, greater 
transparency in city govern- 
ment and more attention to 
people’s concerns. 

“T feel that people in War- 
renton and Hammond need a 


could be sold, Com- 
missioner Rick Newton said 
they were trying to respect the 
will of the people while also 
“doing our best to deal with an 
activity that we don’t support.” 
While Washington says he 
does not use marijuana, he is 
not opposed to others using 
it. Listening to the commis- 
sioners, he thought, “What 
gives the five of them the right 
or power to decide for the 
entire town of Warrenton and 
Hammond?” 
“OK,” he decided, “it’s 
time for me to do something 
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ROCKING 


Rocks headed to 
major construction 
project in Ilwaco 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


“There will always be rocks in 
the road ahead of us,” philosopher 
Friedrich Nietzsche once wrote. 

If you’ve been driving around 
Warrenton lately, there’s a good 
chance they’ve been in front of you, 
too. 

As many as 40 truckloads of rocks 
are making their way through town 
each day. 

They’re headed to the North Jet- 
ty in Ilwaco, where the Army Corps 
of Engineers has begun a massive 
restabilization project. 

But where have the frocks been? 

“We started out hauling rocks 
from our brake quarry in Youngs 
River near the falls,” said Mike 
Sarin, president of Big River Con- 
struction. 

In mid-July, the rocks began ar- 
‘Tiving at Warrenton Fiber/Nygaard 
Logging on Northwest 13th Street. 
They're coming in by barge from 
the Bellingham, Wash., area. 

Big River is working as a sub-con- 
tractor for J.E. McAmis, a heavy 
civil marine contractor from Chico, 
Calif., which won the jetty restabi- 
lization contract. 

Eight to 10 Big River tractor-trail- 
ers are making four to five rock 
hauls a day from Warrenton to Il- 
waco. The rocks weigh 6 to 30 tons 
each, which is why some trucks car- 
ry only one boulder and others may 
have up to four. 

“It’s a good job,” Sarin said. “It’s 
a little bit outside of what we nor- 
mally do as far as hauling for hire 
for someone else. But we are doing 


THE COLUMBIA PRESS 


the same thing out of our quarries. 
It’s a good project for us.” 

The 17-year-old Big River Construc- 
tion is the largest excavating contrac- 
tor in Clatsop County and has 50 em- 
ployees. 

The company also does heavy civil 
engineering work as well as commer- 
cial site work and excavating. Some 
of their projects include site /fill work 
and utilities for Astoria F ord, install- 
ing lines at the Wauna Mill and mov- 
ing 150,000 yards of dirt for the As- 
toria Sports Complex. 

Both North and South jetties were 
built between 1885 and 1939 to make 
passage safer for vessels entering the 
Columbia River from the ocean. 

The North Jetty project is expected 
to be complete near the end of 2019. 
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Above: A Big River Exca- 
vating employee checks 

his load outside Nygaard 
Logging before heading to 
the highway. 

Left: Four rocks rest onthe — 
back of a big rig making its 
way down Northwest War- 
renton Drive. 


Cindy Yingst/The Columbia Press 


Then South Jetty reconstruction 
will begin and go through 2023. 

“The jetties are regularly pounded 
by Pacific Ocean waves between 10 
and 20 feet high, with winter storms 
bringing extreme waves in excess of 
30 feet,” the Army Corps wrote in 
its notes about the project. “Over 
the years, many areas of each jet- 
ty were severely damaged by these 
waves. Increased storm activity and 
the loss of the shoaling sand upon 
which the jetties are built have tak- 
en a toll on the structural integrity 
of the jetties.” 

Should a major storm breach a 
critical section, sand could be depos- 
ited into the navigation channel, po- 
tentially shutting down commercial 
shipping, according to the agency. 
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RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 


Brovuly Serine 
WARKENTON 


From Left - Back row: Capt Chris Penno, FF Derrick Rockey, FF John Sleutel, FF Alex Brown, Lt Richard Barber, Capt Willie Nyberg, FF 
Darren Hicks, Lt Brian Alsbury, FF Travis Caulder, FF Nick Schaffer, Lt Derek Daugherty. 


From Left - Back row: FF John Wahl, FF Paz Hakim, FF Scott Watson, FF Chris Peck, FF Lenard Hansen, FF Shayna Olson, FF Billie O’Bryant, 
FF Mark Gardner, Chief Tim Demers 


Not pictured: Capt John Shepherd, FF Robert Barber, FF James Blackburn, FF Seth Czehatowski, FF Glen Ely, FF Nolan Mathews, 
FF Nick Tucker, FF Steven Zamora 


FIRE CHIEF TIM DEMERS 


| started my Fire Service Career 
at Jefferson County Fire District #1 
as a volunteer in 1980. | 
progressed up through the ranks 
to Assistant Fire Chief while 
earning my Paramedic certifi- 
cation. During this time | was 
working in a Lumber Mill and 
raising a family in Madras, Oregon. Concurrently | worked part time for 
Warm Springs Fire & Safety as a Firefighter / Paramedic to gain experience. 

After ten years with Jefferson County Fire, | took a career position with 
Black Butte Fire as the Assistant Fire Chief. | worked there as a Chief Officer 
Paramedic for almost 17 years before taking the Fire Chief's job in Oakridge 
Oregon. | was there for 6 12 years before taking the Chief's position in 
Warrenton. 

| am really enjoying the Fire Department and the Community of 
Warrenton. We have a great group of very dedicated volunteers who 
provide excellent Fire and Medical services to their community. They also 
provide Christmas food baskets and toys to those in need during the 
holidays. 


2753 - Rescue 2754 - Rescue / transport 
2741 - Aerial Ladder 2721 - Engine / structural 
2751 - Wildland type 6 2726 - Engine / structura 


2723 - Engine / wildland type 3 
2725 - Engine / structural 

2731 - Tender 

2790 - Fire Boat 

2765 - Command / utility 

2761 - Utility / wildland type 6 
2763 - Command / utility 
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Fight erupts at City Hall 


A candidate for mayor and a city 
commissioner nearly come to blows 


By Crnpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


A grudge between mayoral 
candidate John Washington 
and City Commission- 
er Rick Newton devel- 
oped into a shouting 
match at the end of | 
Tuesday night’s com- ~ 
mission meeting. 

During public com- | 
ment, Washington 
accused Newton of 
making a scene that 
included a loud rant 
and profanity at his 
meet-the-candidate 
gathering last week- 
end. 

At the end of Tues- 
day’s meeting, New- 
ton left the dais, went 
to the podium on the 
floor and accused Washing- 
ton of making misleading 
statements in campaign lit- 
erature and trespassing on a 
resident’s property to place a 
campaign sign. 

Newton brought the sign to 
the meeting and handed it to 
police Sgt. Jim Pierce to dis- 
pose of as he saw fit. 

“Hey, you stole that sign,” 
Washington yelled from the 
back of the room. “Leave my 
signs alone. I’m not going to 
tell you that again.” 

Mayor Henry Balensifer, 
who is on the November bal- 
lot with Washington as his op- 
ponent, adjourned the meet- 
ing after Newton’s comments 
and did not allow Washington 
a chance for rebuttal, saying 
he’d already been allowed to 
speak during the public com- 


Newton 


Washington 


ment period. 
Newton was given a police 
escort to his vehicle. 


WASHINGTON’S CASE 
During public com- 


threatened a business 
owner displaying one 
of his campaign signs 
that he’d have no more 
business if the sign 
weren’t removed. 

_. He said Newton and 
‘¢ Balensifer’s father 
attended his public 
meet-and-greet in an 
attempt to “destroy me 
in front of my support- 
ers.” 

Newton mischarac- 
terized his campaign 
and loudly proclaimed 
in front of children “this is 
nothing but erroneous lies 
and bull----” after reading 
Washington’s campaign liter- 
ature. 

Newton’s theatrics at the 
end of the commission meet- 
ing were “an attempt to sabo- 
tage my campaign, without a 
doubt,” Washington said the 
following morning. “I’ve never 
experienced anything like this 
in my life. ... He slandered me. 
He said I trespassed, which I 


did not. I’m prepared to retain | 


counsel if I need to.” 

Eric Williamson, owner of 
Xtreme Automotive in Ham- 
mond, was fishing in Alaska, 
but Williamson’s son, Bran- 
don, allowed Washington to 
place the sign on his property. 


ment, Washington | 
told | commissioners 
that someone had 


It was illegal for Newton to | 


Jo-lk- 201E CC. Mess 
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Fight: Tempers flare at city commission meeting 


Continued from Page 1 


remove the sign, according to 
campaign laws, Washington 
said. 

“Tam a tad bit embarrassed,” 
Washington said of his behay- 
ior at the end of the commis- 
sion meeting. “I was told by 
my wife not to let them get un- 
der my skin. But he pushed the 
wrong button — I don’t care if 
you're the Pope or whatever — 
everybody has that point and 
he went past it when he ac- 
cused me of trespassing. 

“T will admit I made a threat 
when I said ‘you keep your 
hands off my signs.’ But he 
went on private property and 
jacked my sign and took it to 
the council meeting with spe- 
cific intent to humiliate me.” 


NEwrTON’Ss CASE 

Earlier in the commission 
meeting, Newton had asked 
for a report from city em- 
ployees about a fire hydrant 
Washington contended mal- 
functioned during a fire a cou- 
ple months ago. Washington 
had brought the issue up two 
weeks earlier and passed out 
letters stating the problem to 
the press and city leaders. 

“The hydrant that is dis- 
cussed in this document 
worked properly during the 
firefighting event and suffi- 
cient water was available to 
fight this fire,” Public Works 
Director Collin Stelzig said. 
“At the end ... the fire depart- 
ment was not able to fully 
close the hydrant.” 

It was removed and replaced 
with a new hydrant two days 
later, Stelzig said. Further- 
more, the city spends much 
time and money to ensure 
the city’s 350 hydrants work 
properly, Stelzig said. 

Inaccuracies in Washing- 
ton’s fire hydrant letter and 
campaign literature accusing 
city leaders of being less than 
transparent prompted New- 
ton to respond, he said. 

Furthermore, it’s unfair for 
Washington to accuse volun- 


teers sitting on city commit- 
tees of having ulterior mo- 
tives. Washington’s literature 
implies Kelsey Balensifer, who 
serves as chair of the Com- 
munity Library Board, had a 
primary role in closing Ham- 
mond’s library so it could move 
to downtown Warrenton. 

“When somebody attacks 
volunteers, which Mr. Wash- 
ington has done ... that’s as 
if you attacked my children,” 
Newton told fellow commis- 
sioners Tuesday night. “Par- 
ticularly with the singling out 
the mayor’s wife, and the re- 
sulting stench. S-T-E-N-C-H.” 

He went on to provide a defi- 
nition of “bull----” and was 
reprimanded by the mayor for 
his use of language. 

Newton admitted he re- 
moved Washington’s cam- 
paign sign, but had done so 
at the request of the property 
owner. 

“Did I do what I did to rile 
him?” Newton said when 
asked the following morning. 


“I might have. He p-sses me 
off when he attacks my volun- | 


teers. He’s become an enemy 
of mine. 

“Do I make people upset? 
Yeah, because I stand up for 


anybody that’s been wronged. | 


As a human being, you either 
stand up or be run over. I can’t 
sit quietly by and let things 
happen.” 

Balensifer on Wednesday 
said he didn’t want to get in- 
volved in discussions that ar- 
en’t about issues. 

“Commissioners are allowed 
to speak their minds provided 
there is no profanity,” Balen- 
sifer said. “But Rick doesn’t 
speak for me.” 

Neither does his father. 

“I don’t control my father; 
he doesn’t control me. He can 
speak for himself. My father is 
not part of my campaign. I would 
prefer the situation de-escalate 
and that the campaign revolve 
around the issues.” 

He wouldn’t let Washington 
respond after Newton because 


commission meetings are not 
the place to have a debate. 

“I didn’t allow Commission- 
er Newton to speak during 
public comment,” Balensifer 
said. “I don’t condone profan- 
ity or hate speech, but it was 
Commissioner Newton’s right 
to speak.” 


Henry Balensifer | 
« Age: 29 | 
¢ How long 
have you lived 
in the city? Ex- 
cept college, all my 
life 
*Occupation: _ 
Communications 
Manager for LEK- 4% N 
TRO, Inc. EN a 
« Education: Bachelor’s de- 
gree in political science, George 
Fox University; diploma, War- 
renton High School | 
- Community involvement: | 
I volunteer with or am on the 
board of the following organiza- | 
tions: | 
« Warrenton High School 
Fisheries Program 
¢ Chair, Clatsop County 
Housing TAC/Task Force 
« NW Oregon Works Board 
* Clatsop Economic Develop- 


ment Resources 

¢ Columbia Pacific Economic 
Development District 

e Astoria-Warrenton Cham- 
ber of Commerce 

¢ Lower Columbia Tourism 
Committee 

* Why should people vote 


for you? I have a vision for 
Warrenton, proven and steady 
leadership skills and I am fo- 
cused on the issues. Alongside 
the city commission, I’m already 
involved in downtown revital- 
ization, making development 
code changes to manage future 
growth, and working on pressing 
issues like downtown revital- 
ization, economic development, 
housing, and elk. 

- Top three issues affecting 
the city: | 

1. Growth Management— 
Infrastructure and Housing | 

2. Warrenton and Ham- 
mond Downtown Revitaliza- 
tion 2 

3. Updating our-City’s Vi- 
sion Plan a. 

* How would you ap- 
proach those issues? 

1. Growth Management: We 
need housing, and: we ‘need 
to make sure that both resi-* 

* dential and business devel- 
opment infrastructure is ad- 
equate to meet both the need 
and to ensure it is pleasant to 
live and work in. 


The initial findings of the 
County Housing Task Force 
indicate Warrenton doesn’t 
lack apartments, it lacks 
smaller, starter houses. — 

We need to make policy 
changes to encourage devel- 
opment of this typé-of hous- 
ing. This would-also free up 
apartments and help.stabilize 
the rental market for those 
who cannot afford a home 

With ~ infrastructure, ~ the 
city has already increased the 
road standards for new roads, 
and is working toward mak- 
ing our stormwater system 
more resilient during heavy 
rain storms or power out- 
ages. Added demand on our 
water, sewer and stormwater 
systems should be mitigated 
by those adding the demand. 
I will continue to ensure 
“growth pays for growth.” 

2. Downtowns: Warrenton 
and Hammond have very dis- 
tinct differences in look, feel 
and history. The Hammond 
Marina and downtown were 
vibrant until increasingly 
onerous federal rules and 
economic conditions led to 
the decline of both. 

Ihave fought hard—success- 
fully—for the city to take over 
that marina. We should have 
final ownership documents 
by next year, which enables 
us to make improvements 
easier. 

With a $1.6 million water- 
line extension into Hammond 
next year, major strides will 
have been made to prepare 
for revitalization of Ham- 
mond’s basin and downtown. 
I also will hold a town hall to 
get ideas on what the com- 


munity wants to do about the, 
old library building. 

Warrenton’s downtown is 
already undergoing revital- 
ization. We’ve cleaned up a 
historic amount of blighted) 
properties, and since then I) 
have received reports of busi- | 
nesses interested in starting 
or relocating in the Warren- 
ton downtown. With the Ur- 
ban Renewal District Plan 
being updated, more will be 
possible in improving that 
part of town. 

3. Vision Plan: Growth is in- 
evitable. But Warrenton has 
been operating under old, 
outdated master plans. 

Why are plans important? 
Because if we want to man- 
age growth instead of react 
to it, we need to assess where 
we are, what we’ve done (and 
if it worked or not) and where 
we want to be in the next 10- 
20 years. Also, in some cases, 
it is not legal to spend money 
on a project not in a plan. 

Weare developing an Emer- 
gency Operations Plan and 
Housing Needs Assessment, 
and updating our Commu- 
nity Vision Plan, Hammond 
Marina Master Plan, Ur- 
ban Renewal District Plan 
and Transportation Systems 
Plan. 

There has been a wide va- 
riety of public meetings and 
more to come to ensure resi- 
dents have an opportunity to 
weigh in on these important 
plans. With good planning, 
the commission can begin 
targeting areas for invest- 
ment and give business cer- 
tainty about what develop- 
ments are desired and not. 


October 19, 2018 


City transparent 
under Balensifer 


There have been some un- 
fortunate and misinformed 
opinions circulating about 
Mayor Balensifer, the City 
Commission and the work 
they have done. 

The accusation that the cur- 
rent city administration and 
government is not transpar- 
ent is simply untrue. 

My husband and I began at- 
tending weekly Mayor’s Cof- 
fee meetings a couple years 
ago, as well as the City Com- 
mission meetings. Through 
our attendance, we’ve met 
some neat people, have 
been able to voice our ideas 
on improving our city, and 
even found ways to be bet- 
ter involved, such as joining 
the Economic Roadmapping 
process that Mayor Balen- 
sifer helped start. 

From our _ observation, 
Mayor Balensifer and the 
commission work well to- 
gether, and we see no reason 
to change that. 

If you don’t want to sit 
through the formality of 
commission meetings, or fall 
asleep reading budgets, the 
mayor hosts a coffee every 
week and holds town halls on 
pressing issues. The coffee is 
a low-pressure informal hour 
focused on providing updates 
and listening to constituents. 
We also hear from the school 
district and nonprofits like 
the VFW. Both the Mayor’s 
Coffees and town halls are 
a great opportunity to meet 
city employees responsible 
for daily operations and bet- 
ter understand how the city 
operates. 

The mayor has an occasion- 
al column in The Columbia 
Press, posts a great deal of in- 
formation on Facebook and, 
under the new city manager's 
leadership, now has a City 
Administration Facebook 


page to provide updates not 
covered by the police or fire 
department Facebook pages. 

With the exception of legal 
documents, the city website 
contains the packet of infor- 
mation the commission gets 
ahead of the meetings, as 
well as the budget and capi- 
tal improvement plan, which 
outlines all the infrastructure 
projects and equipment pur- 


’ chases the city plans to do in 


the next six years. That’s all 
information available from 
your smartphone or comput- 
er. Sounds like a transparent 

city government to me. 
Brenda Hoxsey 
Warrenton 


Balensifer should 


remain mayor 


This letter is in support of 
Mayor Henry Balensifer. 

Over the years, I have had 
the opportunity to observe 
Henry, first when he was 
appointed to the Warrenton 
Planning Commission, and 
then when he was elected to 
the Warrenton City Commis- 
sion. 

After Mayor Mark Kujala 
resigned his position, the City 
Commission voted to appoint 
Henry as Mayor Pro Tem in 
order to fill Mr. Kujala’s un- 
finished term. 

Mayor Balensifer does an 
excellent job of serving all the 
citizens of Warrenton and he 
makes sure that all of the ar- 
eas in our city are included -- 
from the airport to Fort Ste- 
vens, the Hammond area and 
our marinas. 

I have seen our mayor han- 
dle items brought forth by 
citizens that were not listed 
on commission agendas in 
addition to answering ques- 
tions that come up at his 
weekly “Coffee with the May- 
or,” where everything is on 
the table. 

Mayor Balensifer’s profes- 
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sionalism is demonstrated 
by staying informed through 
contact with city staff and 
researching and reading up 
on the various issues that are 
of concern to the citizens of 
Warrenton. 

If issues require additional 
information, he makes sure 
that they are looked into and 
the results shared with the 
citizens and city commis- 
sion. He runs meetings that 
are kept under control and 
is respectful of the differing 
opinions that come before 
the commission. 

Please join me in voting to 
retain Henry Balensifer as 
the mayor of Warrenton. 

Ken Yuill 
Warrenton 


Just say ‘yes’ this 
election period 


There is a lot for our 
community to say “yes” to on 
this year’s November ballot. 

“Yes” on Measure 105 
protects families, Oregon 
jobs and our state’s economy. 

“Yes” on Measure 104 
limits the power of Oregon 
government to raise taxes 
and allows families to keep 
more of their hard-earned 
money. 

“Yes” on Measure 106 gives 
Oregonians the choice of 
how their own tax dollars are 
spent. 

“Yes” on Measure 103 
prevents local governments 
from taxing groceries. 

A “yes” vote on_ these 
measures and a “yes” vote 
on 4-195, Clatsop County’s 
Jail Bond Measure, supports 
local law enforcement who 
protect our families and 
communities, upholds our 
most important values and 
keeps power in the hands of 
the people. 

Oregon wins with “yes”! 

Christine Bridgens 
Warrenton 


John Washington 

» Age: 54 

¢ How long 
have you lived in 
the city? 19 years 

¢ Occupation: 
Retired 

¢ Education: 
Associate of arts 
degree 

¢ Community 
involvement: School board 
involvement, parent-teacher or- 
ganization, Safe and Sober Party 
Chairman in 2013, beach clean- 
up, assist with library float for 
parade. 

¢ Why should people vote 
for you? If the people would like 
transparency, honesty and a voice, 
then they should vote for John 
Washington! 

¢ Top three issues affecting 
the city: 

1. Low-income housing 

2. Bond issues 

3. Homelessness 


¢ How would you approach 
those three issues? 


1. Low-income housing: By ana- 
lyzing the market and availability 
of land, and offering incentive 
packages to contractors. It would 
not only provide housing, but 
entry-level and unskilled labor 
positions as well. 


2. Bond issues: I would ask city 
council members to lift the mor- 
atorium on marijuana stores and 
research an increase of tax monies 
allocated to the city by state agen- 
cies for participating in the pro- 
gram, which would lessen the tax 


burdens of the bond on residents. 
See ‘Washington’ on Page 10 


Washington: Candidate’s bio 


Continued from Page 1 

3. Homelessness: Hold col- 
laborative meetings with Or- 
egon State Parks Department 
and law enforcement agen- 
cies to allow the homeless 
access to Fort Stevens camp- 


/0 -1G- ROIS 


sites during winter months. 

Homeless “families” would 
have priority over yurts and 
cabins, thereby providing the 
basic human necessities via a 
proposed reduced off-season 
rate. 


October 19, 2018 
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PAID POLITICAL AD 


Verbal Political Assassination At Warrenton City Comm 


ing 


Meet 


ission 


Rick Newton used his position as an elected War- 
renton City Commissioner at the October 9th public 
meeting of the Warrenton City Commission to stage 
a blatantly political act of attempting to publicly hu- 
miliate John Washington who is running for the of- 
fice of Warrenton Mayor. 


Rick Is an openly biased member of the Warrenton 
Commission dedicated to re-electing the current 
mayor Henry Balensifer. Rick obviously feels that 
he can Say or do anything he wishes in a public 
commission meeting in the Warrenton City Hall 
public meeting room sitting up on the dais with the 
other commissioners next to him in front of all citi- 
zens and staff attending that meeting including re- 
porters from the Daily Astorian and The Columbia 
Press newspapers. 


_ Rick decided to call a Warrenton police officer up to 


assist him in taking into Warrenton police custody a 
campaign sign that Rick had removed from the 
property of Eric Williamson located at 1690 NW 
Warrenton Drive and place it in evidence with the 
Warrenton Police Department. Rick stated that 
John Washington had trespassed on the subject 
property and that charges would be filed against Mr. 
Washington for that offense. 


At no time did Rick Newton attempt to ask John 
Washington if he had received permission from an- 
yone at the subject property to place the sign which 
Rick removed. Rick seems to have nothing better to 
do than drive up and down NW Warrenton Drive 
and look for John Washington campaign signs, and 
go to the owners of those properties and persuade 
these owners to have the sign removed. Rick never 
seeks out facts of situations he feels passionate 
about, he just acts and does not worry about being 
wrong. It is obvious to me that this was a planned 
political attack intended to humiliate Mr. Washing- 
ton in front of the people attending the public meet- 
ing of the Warrenton City Commission including 
local newspaper reporters. 


It turns out that John Washington had received per- 
mission from the 19-year-old son (Brandan William- 
son) of the property owner who is presently in Alas- 
ka. Unfortunately, the son did not tell his father he 
had given this permission. Because John was being 
threatened with being charged for trespassing by 
Rick Newton, he secured a written explanation from 
the son of the property owner stating that permis- 
sion had been granted to place the sign. If Rick 
Newton would have just asked Mr. Washington if he 
had obtained permission, he would have found out 
the facts and not acted so rashly. 


On Saturday, October 6th John Washington was 
having a public “Meet & Greet” meeting to allow for 
people who did not know him to come in and talk 
with him. Rick Newton came to this meeting and 
went into a rant stating that all John Washington’s 
candidate for mayor election material was lies and 
BULLSHIT while a 16-year-old youth was present in 
front of him. Rick obviously feels that he can say or 
do anything, anytime, and anywhere because he is 


a politically powerful person. John Washington tele- 
phoned Mayor Henry Balensifer to complain about 
Rick’s activity. Henry Balensifer informed John that 
he had no control over Rick Newton when he was 
acting as a private citizen. However, Henry Ba- 
lensifer did allow Mr. Washington a little over three 
minutes at the public Warrenton Commission Meet- 
ing to make a public complaint about Rick Newton 
and his public conduct as a current commissioner. 


In the past three weeks John Washington has had 
many “Dirty Politics’ attacks carried out on him 
from unnamed sources who call up people who 
own businesses in the Warrenton area who want to 
support him in his quest to be elected mayor of 
Warrenton and allow him to place signs on their 
properties. After these signs are in place, some 
mysterious person calls these business owners 
and informs them that they better remove those 
signs or they will be losing future business from 
whomever this secret person is. This has hap- 
pened on at least two separate occasions, plus the 
current situation. 


The League of Women’s voters was having a gath- 
ering of all people running for prominent public of- 
fice in Clatsop County at Astoria High School on 
Wednesday, October 3rd. Some mysterious person 
telephoned this organization and informed them 
that John Washington would not be attending this 
meeting. John Washington did not call and he does 
not know who had done this. Fortunately, the or- 
ganizer of this event still made up a name plate for 
John and he did in fact attend. 


Based on the events described above, | believe 
that Rick Newton is the secret person calling local 
business owners and pressuring them to remove 
John Washington campaign signs using intimida- 
tion of lost business in the future if they do not 
comply. | cannot prove this, | can only point out the 
effort he went to in order to stage the public humili- 
ation of Mr. Washington at the public Warrenton 
Commission meeting fits the profile of a person 
carrying out a personal attack using “Dirty Politics” 
as his weapon of choice. 


| do not know if the three other commissioners pre- 
sent at the commission meeting who witnessed this 
event unfold were aware that Rick Newton was 
going to stage this event. More importantly, | do not 
know if they intend to publicly censure him for con- 
duct unbecoming a current commission member. | 
feel Rick should be strongly advised to resign his 
position as he has clearly demonstrated he has 
very little self-control and little or no understanding 
of how a Warrenton Commission Member should 
conduct himself personally in public or at commis- 
sion meetings. 


John Washington is currently running as a candi- 
date to be the next mayor of Warrenton. John is a 
one issue candidate which is TRANSPARENCY of 
how the current Warrenton Commission works. 
John has prepared a campaign document that ex- 
plains six specific incidents he feels this commis- 


Coal. 


sion is regularly concealing from the public by forc- 
ing residents of Warrenton/Hammond to attend 
public meetings if they want to know what is hap- 
pening in the city. In agreement with John, | do not 
feel this is a reasonable position to take as most 
people work and do not have the time or energy to 
go to all of the meetings they would need to go to 
be properly informed. John went to great effort to 
confirm the accuracy of the information in his cam- 
paign material that is being passed out to 2500 sep- 
arate homes by John and his many volunteers. I, 
Scott Widdicombe, am one of the main contributors 
of information that John reviewed and confirmed 
from knowledgeable sources before he decided to 
include the information in his document. 


| am proud of the contribution of information | made. 
Everything | ever do that is going to be made public 
is prepared in written form so | do not misspeak. | 
am very confident that if the Warrenton City Com- 
mission wants to challenge the accuracy of my in- 
formation by writing a press release to be turned 
over to the local newspapers to challenge the accu- 
racy of this information, it will be discovered the in- 
formation in that election document is in fact accu- 
rate and can be confirmed by any reasonable news- 
paper reporter. However, | would have to pay if | 
want my point of view in the public eye. If | am 
wrong, | will accept any reasonable proof of my 
making an incorrect statement, and | will make a 
public apology for my comments. 


However, if | am going to be challenged that | am 
not totally 100% accurate with my statements even 
though my comment is basically sound, | will not 
accept this as a reasonable type of criticism. If the 
commission is offering no specific logical proof that 
a newspaper reporter could follow up on to see if | 
made a mistake and is just using SPIN to try to dis- 
credit me in the eyes of the public with innuendo 
rather than facts that can be checked and verified, | 
will not accept that type of insubstantial criticism. 


| am now convinced that nothing will ever cause the 
Warrenton City Commission to provide the infor- 
mation | feel each Warrenton/Hammond Voter 
should have in order to be well informed. Therefore, 
regardless of which candidate is elected as the next 
mayor, | feel there is only one way that the change 
that | believe in can come about and that is to cre- 
ate a NEW Charter Amendment for the City of War- 
renton. The new amendment would state clearly 
and completely the specific information that the city 
government would have to provide to their voters 
listed by the specific description of each item to be 
included, where it would be placed on the Warren- 
ton City Website so the public could read it from 
their homes at their convenience, what periods the 
information would include, and by when this new 
requirement to provide information to the voters 
would have to be fully implemented. 


| have not decided yet when | intend to move for- 
ward with this process as | want to consider all my 
options. 


Paid for by Scott Widdicombe 


Housing, 
growth shape 
Warrenton 
mayor’s race 


Balensifer challenged 
by Washington 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Housing, managing 
future growth in Warrenton and development 
in Hammond top the list for the mayoral can- 
didates in Warrenton. 

Mayor Henry Balensifer, communica- 
tions manager for Lektro Inc., faces chal- 
lenger John Washington, a retired automo- 
tive. technician and commercial truck driver, 

in the November election. 
+ ee ROR Balensifer has served 
on both the Planning Com- 
2018 mission and the City Com- | 
HHEHQEEIEEEET mission. He was appointed | 

as mayor last year to serve 

out what remained in former Mayor Mark 

Kujala’s term after Kujala stepped down. 

Washington is a political newcomer who 
was inspired to run by what he believes isa 
lack of transparency in city leadership. 

Housing has dominated political debates 
leading up to the November election, with 
many candidates linking an apparent rise in 
homelessness with a lack of affordable and 
workforce-priced housing. 

In Warrenton, preliminary results from 
a countywide housing study suggest there 
is not a lack of apartments in the city, said 


See WARRENTON, Page 6A 


Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
Warrenton Mayor Henry Balensifer, left, 
and John Washington take part in a 
candidate forum at Astoria High School 


in early October. jp -79-~-ROIW ; 
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Balensifer for 


Warrenton mayor _ 
Mayor Henry Balensifer, communi- | 


cations manager for Lektro Inc., faces 
challenger John Washington, a retired 
automotive technician and commercial | 
truck driver. 

Balensifer has served on both the 
Planning Commission and the City 
Commission, and was appointed as 
mayor last year to serve out what 
remained in former Mayor Mark 
Kujala’s term after Kujala stepped 
down. 

Washington is a political newcomer 
and portrays that as a selling point. He 
told The Daily Astorian’s editorial board 
that he wants to run a clean campaign, 
but has repeatedly hammered Balensifer 
for an alleged lack of transparency. 

We believe that charge to be 
unfounded. Balensifer is one of the most 
open and communicative leaders we’ve 
seen at the local level, and has hosted 

open forums on issues confronting the 
city. We’re sure he would be willing to | 
consider any constructive suggestions | 
for improving dialogue with citizens. | 

Washington does not back the | 
Warrenton school bond as written, cit- | 
ing the tax burden on residents, he said. _ 
He “absolutely” supports the bond for a 


new county jail, to protect the county’s | 
law enforcement officers. 


Warrenton: City poised to 
take over Hammond Marina 


Balensifer said he supports the school 


_ bond, but takes no position on the jail 
_ bond. 


Balensifer is clearly the best-quali- 
fied candidate, and voters in Warrenton , 


and Hammond would be well-served in 


_ keeping him as mayor. 


That said, we are impressed with 
Washington’s enthusiasm and his deter- 
mination to make sure Hammond res- 
idents are equally represented in city 
government. He has some good ideas 


_ about affordable housing. We hope he 


continues to be involved in the city’s 
affairs as a volunteer if he is not elected. 


JO - HE- REOIS— 


Continued from Page 1A 


Balensifer, who chairs the 
housing study’s technical advi- 
sory committee. Rather, there’s 
a lack of houses that first-time 
home buyers or younger fami- 
lies can afford. 
_ Balensifer says the hous- 
ing study will provide valuable 
insight into how city leaders can 
go about encouraging develop- 
_ment of the housing Warrenton 
needs. 

But Washington thinks the 
city could be doing more to 
encourage low-income housing, 
perhaps through tax incentives. 

“They need to take care of 
what’s in front of them and fig- 
ure out how we can get our 
hands on property to promote 
low-income housing,” he said. 
Some of the bigger stores that 
have set up shop in Warren- 
ton in recent years do not offer 
high-paying jobs, he added. 
Families are making do on min- 
imum wage. 


Experience 
Both men have referenced 
experience in their bids for 


mayor. 

Balensifer, 29, who grew 
up in Warrenton, highlights 
his many years of experience. 
Besides his service as an elected 
official and his involvement 
with the county housing study, 
he is involved with the War- 
renton High School Fisheries 
Program — he founded a non- 
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profit to rebuild the program 
— as well as various regional 
economic development and 
tourism and business promotion 
organizations. 

Washington, 54, on the other 
hand, points to his lack of politi- 
cal experience as a selling point. 
He comes to the role of mayor 
with no agenda, he said. Wash- 
ington, who moved to Ham- 
mond 19 years ago, has spent 
the campaign going door to 
door. The job of the mayor is 
to be the voice of the people, he 
said. If elected, he plans to con- 
tinue going door to door to listen 
to people’s concerns. 

Balensifer disputes Wash- 
ington’s claim that city lead- 
ers don’t listen to citizens. He 
has held several town hall-style 
meetings since his appointment 
to mayor and hosts “‘coffee with 
the mayor” events each Mon- 
day. As the city pursues an eco- 
nomic development strategy, 
he has purposefully held meet- 
ings in both Warrenton and 
Hammond. 

The city is also in the middle 
of updating a number of plans 
that Balensifer believes will 
guide the city into the future. 
He pushed for an update to the 
city’s vision plan, a document 
that would require a high degree 
of public input. A vision plan 
provides an “overarching, bal- 
cony view of what you want 
your town to look like,” Balen- 
sifer said. 

“In city government, if it 


isn’t in the plan, you can’t invest 
in it,” he noted. 

For Balensifer, housing 
issues and quality of life ques- 
tions fall under an even bigger 
category: Growth management. 

As the area experiences 
rapid development, the city has 
had to weather numerous grow- 
ing pains. City staffing levels 
remain relatively the same even 
as demands for service increase. 
Intersections have become bus- 
ier and more fraught. Hous- 
ing projects bloom in neighbor- 
hoods. The City Commission 
has spent much of the last two 
years discussing ways to encour- 
age development that does not 
compromise residents’ quality 
of life. 

But Washington believes 
some of the city’s plans may 
make life for people in Ham- 
mond more difficult. 


Hammond Marina 

The city is poised to take 
over ownership of the Ham- 
mond Marina from the US. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
something Balensifer has been 
involved with as well. City 
ownership of the marina is key 
for Hammond’s future develop- 
ment, he said. 

“Hammond’s downtown has 
always been tied to that marina,” 
Balensifer said. The marina gets 
heavy use during the summer 
salmon fishing season, but is not 
nearly as bustling as it once was. 

The city has two down- 


towns, one in Warrenton and 
one in Hammond, Balensifer 
said. Both have unique charac- 
ters and characteristics. With 
the marina under city owner- 
ship and the construction of a 
$1.6 million water line to Ham- 
mond, Balensifer sees the possi- 
bility for more in what has been 
a sleepy and often underserved 
area. 

Washington disagrees. He 


believes greater development 
around the marina, rather than 
serving as an economic engine 
for the area, would create park- 
ing problems and traffic con- 
gestion in neighborhoods. Ham- 
mond would be better served 
with basic street improvements 
and the installation of street- 
lights and sidewalks, he said. 
Both men emphasize that, if 
elected, they would be part of a 


team with the four City Com- 
missioners, just one vote out 
of five. It is here where Balen- 
sifer sees an advantage over his 
fe) ent. 

ee ee a vision for this city 
that the City Commission also 
shares,” he said. 

And, both men note, if the 
mayor can’t get along with fel- 
low commissioners, it doesn’t 
work out well. 


Commissioner speaks 
out on bad behavior; — 
woman runs as write-in 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


A city commissioner chastised the behavior of fel- 
low politicians this week and a woman announced 
her candidacy as a write-in for the - 


commission position. 


“I went home from the last meet- © 
ing disappointed in myself for not _ 
speaking up,” Commissioner Mark © 
Baldwin said at the close of Tues- 
day’s City Commission meeting. “I 
don’t like the way the meeting end- 
ed last session and getting the police 
involved ... is something that never 


Baldwin 


should have happened. It lacked 
good taste. What brought that on lacks good taste 


also.” 


Mayoral candidate John Washington and City 
Commissioner Rick Newton, who is running unop- 
posed on the ballot for his seat, both engaged in an- 


/- AG- 20) = See ‘Write-in’ on Page 12 
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Write-in: Woman running against Rick Newton 


Continued from Page 1 

gry tirades at the Oct. 9 meet- 
ing. Newton had used a police 
sergeant to dramatize a point 
about the placement of cam- 
paign signs, which evoked an 
angry response from Wash- 
ington. And that led police to 
escort Newton to his vehicle 
after the meeting. 

“T’d like all this nonsense to 
stop,” Baldwin said. 

He brought up the dozens 
of accomplishments made in 
the city during the past year. 

“To say we're not doing a 
good job, I think you need 
to educate yourself,” Bald- 
win said. “Our staff is work- 
ing better than I’ve ever seen 
them work. ... I'd like to see 
people, if they're going to run 
for commission, run on your 
own agenda. Don’t run on 
what you perceive as some- 
one else’s failure.” 

Earlier in the evening, 
Washington told commis- 
sioners an item that had been 
heard by the city’s Planning 


Commission on Oct. 11 was “a 
classic case of nontranspar- 
ency.” 

Pacific Coast Seafood had 


asked the city to con- . 


sider an amendment 
to the zoning code 
that would allow 
them to build bunk- © 
house-style lodging — 
for its temporary ~ 
workers. Planners j 
gave it an initial ap- 
proval, which sends 
the request to the City 
Commission in November. 

Jean Sleutel also criticized 
the zone amendment request 
while talking about her run as 
a write-in candidate against 
Newion. 

“There’s a lot going on that 
we don’t know about,” said 
Sleutel, 52, who has lived in 
Warrenton since 1979. She 
has managed Alder Man- 
or Mobile Home Park for 13 
years. 

There are back-door deals 
and property sales that are 


Sleutel 


never made public, Sleutel 
said. 

Some developers have been 
allowed to build on wet- 
"SHR lands, she said, and 
ii described the city’s 
—. * nuisance abatement 
' process as an unscru- 
- pulous way to force 
property sales. 
“Hammond seems 
» to be a forgotten 


“It’s not put to vot- 
ers what’s going on in 
their community.” 


Sleutel’s i6-year-old fos- | 
ter daughter was present 
at Washington’s meet-and- | 


greet when Newton crashed 
the party, had an angry out- 


burst and used the word bull- 
---, she said. 
“When Rick Newton 


showed his a--; F-wen’t lie to | 


you. I was upset,” she said: 
“Too much is going on that is 
circling around Rick Newton. 
If people want a change, I’m 
more than happy to step up.” 


“@ town,” Sleutel said. | 


Balensifer for 
Warrenton mayor 


At important and illuminating issue has 
emerged in the race for the mayor of 
Warrenton. This issue is the relocation of the 
city library. The charge of lack of transpar- 
ency in the process of relocation, leveled by 
candidate John Washington, is simply false. 
City commissioners held public meet- 
ings over a two-year period before the new 


library opened at its present location. The 
library board also held an open meeting that 
saw a packed house of both Hammond and 
Warrenton citizens. If Mr. Washington had 
cared to attend any of these meetings, he 
would have seen, firsthand, transparency on 
display. 

Henry Balensifer has an accurate under- 
standing of the problems and processes of 
city government. His tenure as mayor has 
been of truth and transparency. He should be 
re-elected. | 

DIANE COLLIER | 
Former Warrenton Library Board | 
10-aF-AO'sS member | 
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This week’s Mayor’s Mes- 
sage is about the Hammond 
Marina Task Force, but be- 
fore I get into that, I thought 
you'd like to hear some fun 
history about the former 
twown of Hammond. 

Originally incorporated 
in 1899 as New Astoria, the 
townspeople voted to change 
the name in 1915 to Ham- 
mond, after Andrew B. Ham- 
mond. 

Before the name change, 
Andrew had enthralled the 
town with a proposal to build 
a major sawmill in the city 
and, after receiving a major 
subsidy of cash and land from 
some Astoria businessmen, 
he began making plans for a 
great city. 

Unfortunately, despite the 
honor of having a city named 
after him and receiving land 
and cash subsidies, Andrew 
Hammond decided to buy 
a mill in the Alderbrook/ 
Tongue Point area instead of 
investing in his namesake. 


Owning marina j 


ust the beginning for Hammond > 


Since timber was not to be 
in Hammond, it capitalized 
on its ocean proximity and 
became a fishing town and 
its economy has largely been 
tied to its marina ever since. 
In the early 1990s, the town 
of Hammond disincorporat- 
ed and was annexed into the 
city of Warrenton. 

With Congress forcing the 
Army Corps of Engineers to 
transfer its long-held owner- 
ship of the marina to the city, 
the city commission decided 
to appoint a task force, led by 
Commissioner Pam Ackley, 
to look at the property and 
determine the best way to re- 
vitalize the marina, as well as 
Hammond’s downtown. 

They reviewed the previous 
and current marina master 
plans, economic conditions 
in fishing and recreation, and 
determined what businesses 
bie be feasible and a good 

G 

Her task force’s report will 
be posted on the city website 


soon, but here’s a sneak peek: 

¢ Dredging is paramount. 
This will cost up to $1.2 mil- 
lion (the city already has 
budgeted over $700,000) in 
the near term. After dredg- 
ing, dock improvements and 


bank stabilization should be 


prioritized. 

*Development should follow 
a design standard that evokes 
the town history and provides 


a sense of place for residents | 


and visitors alike, an example 


of such a look would be the | 
old Point Adams Coast Guard | 
Station (now NOAA’s Field | 


Biological Station). 


« We need to develop the | 


boardwalk and _ Seafarers 
Park. Add more benches and 
connect the Warrenton Wa- 
terfront Trail System to the 
Fort Stevens Trail System. 
There were more recom- 
mendations than I have col- 
umn inches to write, but 
stay tuned as this is only the 
beginning of the work to im- 
prove the Hammond area. 
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Rural lifestyle 
store coming 
to Warrenton 


Location could 
open next fall 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Tractor Supply 
Co., a national rural lifestyle chain, is 
planning a new location in Warrenton. 

Keith Corp., a national commer- 
cial developer, has submitted plans 
for a nearly 20,000-square-foot store- 
front, a similar-sized storage area and 
parking lot on 3 acres owned by War- 
renton Fiber near the intersection of 
U.S. Highway 101 Business and King 
Avenue. 

Keith Corp. would buy the land, 
build the store and lease it to Tractor 
Supply. 

“My guess is it would start con- 
struction in late spring,” said Wendy 
Fulton, a project manager with Keith 
Corp. 

Construction would take about 
five months, with a possible opening 
date in the fall of next year, she said. 

The application, seeking a vari- 
ance for a higher fence around the 
storage area, is tentatively scheduled 
to go before the Warrenton Planning 
Commission next month, said John 
M. Nygaard, a representative of War- 
renton Fiber. 

The site for the store would be 
subdivided from about 17 acres the 
Nygaard family owns between High- 
way 101, the business bypass and 
Marlin Avenue. The family is still 
looking to sell an additional 13 to 14 
acres at the site, Nygaard said. 

Tractor Supply, founded in 1938 
and based in Tennessee, does not sell 
tractors, but rather products to main- 
tain farms, ranches, homes and ani- 
mals. The company is publicly traded 
on the stock exchange and has more 
than 1,700 locations 

the U.S., including 19 in Washing- 
ton state and three in Oregon, with 
plans for five more in the two states. 
The nearest store is in Longview, 
Washington. 

The new Warrenton location 
would employ 12 to 15 people, said 
Lauren McKirgan, a spokeswoman 
for the company, in a news release. 

“The Warrenton location is per- 
fect for Tractor Supply because of the 
area’s commitment to living life out 


here,” McKirgan said. /0-/5 
34015 
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County 
sells more 
land to 
lure tech 


Sixty-two acres 
in Warrenton 


By JACK HEFFERNAN 
The Daily Astorian 


Clatsop County has doubled down on 
efforts to bring technology companies to the | 
region. 

County commissioners on Wednesday 
approved a $1.2 million sale of 62 acres in 
the North Coast Business Park in Warrenton | 
to a company that plans to develop technol- 
ogy-related office space, as well as incuba- | 
tor and research facilities. 

The parcel is located at the corner of 
19th Street and U.S. Highway 101 Busi- 
ness, across the street from the site of a 
planned 67-acre data and technology center. 

_ Following a due diligence period, Zion 
Funding Inc. will purchase the land on 
behalf of Mavrik Management, based in 
San Francisco. The company intends to 
use the land to complement the data cen- 
ter. It has several Silicon Valley companies 
already interested in moving in, according 
to a presentation handed to commissioners | 
by Nik Sernande, the company’s CEO. 

“Our goal is to partner with well-known 
telecom corporations, reputable hoteliers 
and partner with new and local retail busi- 
nesses in the surrounding area,” the presen- 
tation stated. “Mavrik Management will 
complement the technological evolution of 
Clatsop County by bringing in capable part- 
ners to fund and execute future projects.” 

Mavrik is the fourth organization to 
show interest in the 162-acre business park 
across from Costco. Agile Design, which 
hopes to build the data center, and Colum- 
bia Memorial Hospital emerged with proj- 
ects in the past three months. Fort George 
Brewery was the first to stake its claim in 
2016. 

The park became more attractive to busi- 
nesses in 2015 after it was declared by the 
state as a Regionally Significant Industrial 
Area and included in the Clatsop Enterprise 
Zone, which offers temporary tax breaks. 

Minutes before agreeing to the sale, 
commissioners discussed the transaction in | 
an executive session, which is closed to the 
public. 


| grappling with affordable 


| vide details about how many 


' how the project could impact 


“We want to get these properties on the 
tax rolls,” Commissioner Scott Lee, the 
board’s chairman, said after Wednesday’s 
meeting. “There’s always going to be peo- 
ple against development, but I think this is 
really going to diversify our economy.” 

The data center could create 76 jobs with 
an average wage of $75,000, according to 


| Agile Design. The company hopes to break 
| ground by 2019, but some officials have 


expressed doubts about the timeline. 
LOAD RAS 
Continued from Page 1A 


Data centers, while offer- | 
ing economic diversity, have 


| also driven up housing costs | 


in rural communities. Con- 
cerns have been raised about 


the county, which is already 


housing woes. 

The technology companies | 
would join a slew of other 
businesses that have moved | 
into Warrenton, including! 
Walmart earlier this year. 

Sernande did not pro- 


companies may move into 
the Mavrik property or how 
much it would cost to build. 
After a due diligence period, | 
the company will seek to 
overcome wetland mitiga- 
tion hurdles before leasing or! 
selling parts of the property,’ 
though an exact timeline was 
also not specified. 

The company did, how- 
ever, promise to give 10 per- 
cent of its profits to local non- 
profit organizations. 

Sernande is also part of | 
a development group led by | 
Flovd Holcom, the owner of 
Pier 39, which has proposed | 
floating homes, a cruise ship 
terminal and a promenade at 
the East Mooring Basin in 
Astoria. 

“My hope is that these | 
companies do what they say 
they’re going to do,” Lee 
said. 
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Pacific Seafoods plans Alaska-style 
bunkhouses for seasonal workers 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


No one recognizes the need for 
housing as profoundly as an employ- 
er with entry-level jobs to fill. 

Pacific Seafoods wants to turn the 
old Pacific Fabricators’ metal shop 
along Hammond’s riverfront into an 
Alaskan-style dormitory with beds, a 
kitchen and community areas where 
residents can socialize. 

“This is driven by the housing cri- 
sis everywhere throughout the state,” 
said Mike Miliucci, an attorney for 
Pacific Seafood Group. “For the past 
three to five years, we've had a tre- 
mendously difficult time trying to find 
housing for our seasonal workers.” 

While some have been put up in 
hotels, much of the seafood packing 
season falls during tourist season, he 
said. Another option is to purchase 


an already built apartment complex, 
but that would mean evicting current 
residents and “that’s just not the way 
Pacific operates.” 

However, Warrenton’s develop- 
ment code does not allow housing in 
areas zoned water-dependent indus- 
trial shorelands. 

Warrenton Planning Commission, 
which considered Pacific Seafood’s 
case last week, voted to amend the 
code to allow dormitories within the 
zone as long as they’re for employees 
who work at water-dependent indus- 
trial businesses. The special housing 
would be discontinued if the owner- 


ship changes or the business ceases | 


to operate. 

“The proposal is just one specif- 
ic approach to providing a range 
of housing options in an area that’s 
experiencing a housing crisis,” said 
Kevin Cronin, Warrenton’s Commu- 

/©@-\19 See ‘Housing’ on Page 6 
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Housing: Seafood 
processor has a 
unique solution 
Continued from Page 1 


nity Development director. 
He recommended the Plan- 
ning Commission approve 
the change, which it did 4-0. 

“I think it’s a wonderful 
idea,” Commissioner Chris- 
tine Bridgens said. “We 
should be encouraging other 
businesses to do the same.” __ 

Commissioner Ken Yuill 
agreed. “I have a brother who 
works in Alaska for Ocean 
Beauty. This system works 
well for them.” 

Pacific Seafood has 50 to 
75 seasonal workers and con- 
verting the metal shop into 
housing helps, but won’t ful- 
ly meet their needs, Miliucci 
said. 

“T’m still looking for hous- 
ing,” he said. “Right now, 
there’s nothing to be had. 
This building, we own it. 
It’s a quarter-mile from our 
(rebuilt seafood processing) | 
business. It’s an evolving | 
thought process in terms of | 
how we're going to solve our | 
little piece of the housing cri- | 
sis.” 

Cronin called the devel- 
opment code adaptation 
ground-breaking. 

“I have searched ... and 
we don’t know of any oth- 
er coastal community that 
is doing this,” Cronin said. 
“We're pioneering in this. ... 
(Other cities) will be copying 
Soe 

The number of dorm beds, 
construction requirements 
and design features will be 
considered at another time, 
Cronin said. 

The Planning Commission 
action allows only for the de- 
velopment code change and 
it still isn’t a done deal. 

The City Commission will 
conduct a public hearing on 


the zone change in Novem- 
ber. 


_ Fontana has retired, but you can still find him 


_ man, City Manager Linda Engbretson and the 


_ bad, nearly everyone who has been in town for 
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‘retires ep 26 years 


The Columbia Press 
Warkentod Senior Police Officer Alfonzo 


working around town. 
On Tuesday night, Police Chief Matt Work- 


City Commission recognized his 26 years with 
the city. 

~ While Dec. 1 was his official retirement date, 
Fontana agreed to continue working for the 
small department until his departure won’t 
cause staffing problems. 

His first day of retirement “I worked a 12- 
hour shift,” he told those gathered at City Hall, 
including many of his fellow officers. “I worked 
12-hour shifts two days in a row.” 

He was hired in 1992 and is the depart- 
ment’s firearms instructor. He’s an avid fish-~ 
erman and snorkeler and has posted dozens 
of videos of his hobbies on YouTube. Good or 


any ‘length of time has met him. Warrenton Mayor Pro Tem Rick New- 


His wife, Nadia, said he never takes sick ton reads the city’s proclamation on 
leave, even when he’s sick. Fontana said that’s __ a plaque before he gives it to Officer 
just how he was raised. Alfonzo Fontana. 


‘The department currently is recruiting for 


two officers to fill vacancies, Workman said. Pap AUD elt 5 sy 
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Balensifer always 
answers questions 


As a 50-year resident: of 
Warrenton, I can confidently 
say that our city has been 
fortunate to have some of 
the finest leadership in the 
county, and Henry Balensifer 
has been central to the current 
progress we are experiencing 
in our city. 

He is a strong advocate for 
business and has successfully 
worked with local, state and 
national lawmakers to keep 
Warrenton moving forward. 

Whether it’s at a weekly 
Mayor’s’ Coffee meeting, 
regular City Commission 
meeting or just a phone call, I 
have always had any concerns 
or questions answered by 
Mayor Balensifer, or any of 
the other commissioners, in a 
timely manner. 

Please join me in voting to 
re-elect Henry Balensifer as 
Warrenton mayor. 

Christine Bridgens 
Warrenton 


Balensifer stands 
for transparency 


An important and illumi- 
nating issue has emerged 
in the race for the mayor of 
Warrenton This issue is the 
relocation of the city library. 

The charge of lack of trans- 
parency, leveled by candi- 
date John Washington, in 
the process of relocation is 
simply false. City Commis- 
sioners held public meetings 
over a two-year period before 
the new library opened at its 
present location. 

The library board also held 
an open meeting that saw a 
packed house of both Ham- 
mond and Warrenton citi- 
zens. If Mr. Washington had 
cared to attend any of these 
meetings, he would have 
seen, firsthand, transparency 
on display. 


Henry Balensifer has an ac- 
curate understanding of the 
problems and processes of 
city government. His tenure 
as mayor has been of truth 
and transparency. He should 
be re-elected. 

Diane Collier 
Former member, 
Warrenton Community 
Library Board 


Differences in 
candidates is vast 


This letter is in response to 
Mr. Washington’s complaint 
No. 5 (on his flyer). 

The difference in the two 
candidates for mayor of the 
City of Warrenton are strik- 
ing. Henry Balensifer as the 
current mayor has been ex- 
emplary in his determination 
to provide transparency for 
all citizens of the city. 

John Washington’s com- 
plaints often center around 
the issue of transparency. 
One such complaint specifi- 
cally concerns the executive 
sessions of the commission- 
ers. Mr. Washington charges 
that the city commissioners 
and the city manager, with 
the compliance of the city at- 
torney, are using these ses- 
sions to conceal what they are 
actually doing. 

Mr. Washington further 
states that he, if elected may- 
or, would convince the city 
attorney that these executive 
sessions should stop. 

Typically, however, elected 
Officials (i.e. the mayor) do 
not decide when or whether 
to hold executive meetings 
as this is the duty of the city 
manager and staff. Mr. Wash- 
ington fails to understand 
either the scope or the limita- 
tions of the office he seeks, 

Furthermore, contrary to 
another of Mr. Washington’s 
complaints, the press is and 
always has been, welcome at 
these sessions. 


THE COLUMBIA PRESS 


Henry Balensifer, because 
of his excellent service to 
the City of Warrenton, de- 
serves our support in his bid 
for re-election to the office of 


mayor. 
Lori Beth Kulp 
Warrenton 


Land variance 


begs for scrutiny 


On Sep. 4, the city of War- 
renton received a formal pro- 
posal from Pacific Seafood to 
create a new type of housing 
adjacent to the Columbia 
River to be used only by the 
seasonal transient employees 
of this company. 

The two-stage _ project 
would require a land zoning 
variance along with a major 
modification to the Warren- 
ton building code. 

On Oct. 19, The Columbia 
Press printed the limited in- 
formation availablé to the’ 
public for this proposal. 

This is another non-trans- 
parent Warrenton govern- 
ment process used to conceal 
from the voters what is about 
to happen in their city. 

The news article stated 
there will be a meeting in No- 
vember to discuss the zoning 
variance. It did not state if 
there would be a vote at that 
time on the zone variance. 

Creating a totally new type 
of housing for Warrenton, | 
which is the implied goal of 
this proposal, is a citywide is- 
sue of great interest to a large 
number of voters. 

We need a public meeting 
where voters can voice objec- 
tions to this proposal without 
the maximum. three-minute 
time limit the mayor allows. 

It is necessary for newspa- 
pers to report these public 
objections at least two weeks 
before a final re-zoning vote 
SO newspaper readers are ful- 
lyinformed:» =< ~ Pee ee 

_ Scott Widdicombe. 
8 * “Warrenton 
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Gramson, Manuel Suarez, Jim Holen and Celia Tippit pose 
with a Cuban school administrator and a student during a 
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The Daily Astorian 
empty fields 
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worked and old orchards, 
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Cuba: Visit now “if you 
want to see the real Cuba’ 


Continued from Page Al 


He has since returned 
several times. This time, he 
took Tippit and the others 
on a “family tour” to visit 
sites from his family’s for- 
mer life there. 

Travel to Cuba for tour- 
ism technically remains 
prohibited, so their offi- 
cial reason for the visit was 
humanitarian aid. They 
brought suitcases full of 
drugstore items like aspi- 
rin and bandages, said Gil 
Gramson, a former War- 
renton mayor, who went on 
the trip with his wife, Ann. 

They were only on the 
island for four days. For 
Tippit and Gramson, it was 
their first time ever being 
in Cuba. It was Suarez’s 
fourth time being back, and 
he has watched the country 
change with each visit. 

Multiple cruise ships 
now weigh anchor at the 
port. There is a flurry of 
tourist activity through- 
out Old Havana. The once 
dark airport decorated only 
with posters of leaders 
like Fidel Castro and Che 
Guevara is now well-lit, 
welcoming. 

But one of the big- 
ger shocks this time was 
when the group visited his 


aunt’s old house, now a 
school, and a group of stu- 
dents sang them a song in 
English. 

“That would never have 
happened nine years ago,” 
Suarez said. “I almost fell 
apart.” 

The languages taught 
to Cuban school children 
over the decades have 
often reflected the poli- 
tics of the time period. For 
Suarez, the song, and the 
language it was sung in, 
represented the new poten- 
tial for openness in the 
country.American _ travel- 
ers should be prepared to 
go without certain ameni- 
ties, Suarez said, like credit 
cards and cellphones. 

Still, his advice is to 
visit now, before the tour- 
ism boom takes full hold, 
“if you want to see the real 
Cuba.” 

“The rum was deli- 
cious,” Tippit said. She had 
hoped to drink a daiquiri at 
El Floridita, the historic 
Havana restaurant and bar 
the writer Ernest Heming- 
way once patronized, but 
ran out of time. 

“The beer’s good,” she 
added as an afterthought. 

Suarez shrugged and 
smiled at her. “The beer’s 
OK.” 
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Gramson, Manuel Suarez, Jim Holen and Celia Tippit pose 
with a Cuban school administrator and a student during a 


recent trip to Cuba. 
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He has since returned 
several times. This time, he 
took Tippit and the others 
on a “family tour” to visit 
sites from his family’s for- 
mer life there. 

Travel to Cuba for tour- 
ism technically remains 
prohibited, so their offi- 
cial reason for the visit was 
humanitarian aid. They 


aunt’s old house, now a 
school, and a group of stu- 
dents sang them a song in 
English. 

“That would never have 
happened nine years ago,” 
Suarez said. “I almost fell 
apart.” 

The languages taught 
to Cuban school children 
over the decades have 
often reflected the poli- 
tics of the time period. For 
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| BEST BREAKFAST SPOT 


| 


| 


| WARRENTON 


By EDWARD STRATTON 


Runner-up: Street 14 Cafe, 
Astoria 


Honorable mention: 
Columbian Cafe, Astoria 


rnie’s Cafe 
on Main Ave- 
nue has been 


| a Warrenton breakfast 


standby since before 
it was Arnie’s. The 
restaurant was con- 
structed in the 1950s, 
added to and has gone 
through several itera- 
tions, including Carol’s 
and the Donut Hole. 
For the past 20 years, it 
has been Arnie’s. 

Owner Crystal Green 
took over in 2015. She 
had worked there in the 
2000s for former owner 
Mary Garrett, jokingly 
telling her she should 
reach out if interested 
in selling. 

“I’m very grateful, 
but it has nothing to do 
with me,” Green said of 


Armnie’s Cafe 


the award. “It has every- | 
thing to do with my staff. 
Honestly, it’s their award. 
It’s fantastic. Their hard 
work is coming through, 
and they should be really 
proud of themselves.” 

Green remodeled the 
inside after taking over. 
She and her staff have also 
pared down the diner’s 
menu to the most popular 
items people order. 
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Edward Stratton 
Crystal Green has owned Arnie’s Cafe since 2015. 


“We cleaned it up a lit- 
tle bit, and then brought in 
a lot of fresh stuff,” Green 
said. “A lot of things were 
premade, or their fruit 
was canned fruit. So we 


brought in fresher ingre- 
dients, made things home- 
made versus boxed or 
bought that way. I think 
hopefully that made a 
difference.” 

Green recently 
announced the restaurant 
would be moving into the 
former Warrenton Auto 
Parts, a shuttered Napa 
Auto Parts franchise on 
Main Avenue a block from 
City Hall, in June. 

“Tt will certainly be 
old-style cafe,” she said 
in a November interview 
with The Daily Astorian. 
“T think that’s part of the 
charm that people appre- 
ciate, being able to come 
back and sit in a place 
that maybe you think 
your grandparents sat, 
or (where) your parents 
came as kids. The his- 
tory of this place — even 
though we’re not in the 
same location, I still want 
to bring that feel.” @ 


What’s Happening at Your Library 


We have recently switched from the old card-in-the-back-of-the-book system to a 
computerized system. The majority of our collection is now barcoded and most of our patrons 
have picked up their new barcoded Library Cards. Patrons can now search for and place 
holds on items from both our Library and Seaside’s Library using their home computers then 
pick the items up at our Library. Since the changeover, we are having fewer overdue books. 


We are in the midst of planning our Summer Reading Program around the theme of “A 
Universe of Stories”. We will be doing weekly craft projects, have twice weekly Story Times 
and host three performers: Creature Teachers present Exotic Reptiles and “Creepy Crawlies’, 
Tears of Joy Puppet Theatre presents “Pegasus and the Stories of the Stars”, and Alex Zerbe 
“The Zaniac” presents Comedy, Juggling and Magic. We are also negotiating to be a Free 
Summer Lunch site. 


On Sunday April 14‘ we will be participating in the Libraries Reading Outreach Clatsop County 
Little Free Libraries auction fundraiser held at the Seaside Civic and Convention Center to 
benefit all three Clatsop County Libraries programs to reach children in unincorporated areas 
of the county. 


We are currently negotiating with Orbis Cascade, a courier service, to do interlibrary loan runs 
between us, Seaside and Astoria twice weekly. Interlibrary loans are currently done once per 
week by the Library Directors on a rotating basis. We hope to have the new courier system in 
place by the first part of July this year. 


Our new Children’s Library Assistant has started doing Story Time every Tuesday and 
Saturday morning and includes a craft related to the story afterward. She is also liaising with 
the schools and the Seaside and Astoria children’s librarians to get ideas of how to better 
serve the area youth. 


Thanks to Rick Newton, we will soon be getting a sign for the front of our building so that 
everyone knows we are the Library. He is also getting some pictures of Library activities 
enlarged and mounted so that we can hang them and he’s working on getting some sculptures 
for the front of the Library 


Circulation Counts at Location by Active Holdings Codes of Location 
Warrenton 
Feb 11, 2019 through Mar 22, 2019 


Active Holdings Code Checkin Check Out Renewal Totals 

Adult Non-Fiction (WANF) 38 61 10;— 109 
Audiobook (CD) (WAUDCD) 25 44 4 73 
Baby Books (Board) (WBABY) 0 3 0 3 
DVD (WDVD) 525 668 13. 1,206 
E Reader (WERDR) 7 24 24 «33 
* Easy Fiction (WEFIC) 62 116 2 180 
Fiction (WFIC) 357 564 40 961 
Junior DVD (WJDVD) 21 35 0 56 
Junior Fiction (WJFIC) 29 45 2 76 
Junior Graphic Novel (WJGN) 4 12 5 21 
Junior Non-Fiction (WJNONFIC) 9 13 1 23 
Junior Video (VHS) (WJVID) 4 2 0 6 
Junior World Lang (WJWL) 1 1 0 2 
Large Print (WLP) 7 14 0 21 
Pacific Northwest (WPNW) 14 19 1 34 
Spanish Easy (WSPAE) 1 2 0 3 
Video (VHS) (WVIDEO) 0 2 0 2 
YA Audiobooks (CD) (WYAAUDIO) 0 1 0 1 
YA Graphic Novel (WYAGN) 3 7 0 10 
Young Adult DVD (WYADVD) 7 3) 1 17 
Young Adult Fiction (WYAFIC) 46 58 9 113 


Young Adult Non-Fict (WYANF) 


Note: Counts are for holdings codes and transactions at selected location only. 


Mar 22, 2019 -1- 1:30:49 PM 


April 5, 2019 


Rebranding focuses on wild side 


If you follow the 
city of Warren- ¥¢ 
ton’s Facebook ¢ 
page, read last | 
week’s The Co- 
lumbia Press, or 
recently received 
a letter from the 
city, you may have 
noticed we have a new logo. 

The new look better rep- 
resents our city and our mar- 
keting strategy. The logo is 
a circle inscribed with “The 
City of Warrenton” around 
the edge. Inside the circle is 
a scene that includes a soar- 
ing bird of prey, a small stand 
of spruce, and a fish jumping 
out of a stream. In the fore- 
ground is a Roosevelt elk 
with large antlers. 

We are not in a rush to re- 
brand, so you'll still see oc- 
casional items with the old 
fish logo for a while longer 
-- and website changes are 
still months out. Our staff 
are good stewards of your 
tax dollars, and they will use 
up the old stationary and 
such before using the new, 
branded items. 

There was a host of reasons 
for this change, but since 
a logo symbolizes the city 
wherever it is seen, I want to 
explain this in detail. 

Several years ago, the City 
Commission noted the logo 
was outdated and was too 
singular in its representation 
of the city. Many new ideas 
for an image were presented, 
but little came of it. 

Commission efforts aside, 
the city worked with the Low- 
er Columbia Tourism Com- 
mittee (LCTC) on how to dif- 
ferentiate Warrenton as part 
of its “Discover Astoria-War- 
renton” marketing campaign. 
LCTC looked to social media 


to see what excit- 
ed visitors during 
_ their time in War- 
} renton. 

We found that 
people visit War- 
renton to be in na-| 
ture, go camping, 
or storm-watch- 
ing, make s’mores over a fire, 
dig clams and watch the sun- 
set in the wild on undevel- 
oped beaches. 

Warrenton, when com- 
pared to Astoria, is a rugged 
place full of wildlife and pio- 
neering people. This generat- 
ed a branding theme of “Wild 
Warrenton.” 

Other groups, such as the 
Hammond Marina Task 
Force, already had been for- 
mulating a “Warrenton Wild” 
theme, which only confirmed 
that marketing professionals 
and everyday citizens saw our 
great city through the same 
lens. 

Last year, the City Com-| 
mission sponsored a citi-| 
zen-driven Economic Road- 
map process during which it 
was discovered citizens had 
desired a new city logo to go 
with the cleanup and revi- 
talization efforts underway 
in our downtown corridors 
(South Main and Pacific Av- 
enue). This moved us to ac- 


tion. We reached out to Polk | 


Riley of Polk Riley’s Printing | 


& Design and, after only one 
revision, the new logo was 
approved. 

As citizens have seen the 
new logo, weve received 
many comments about want- 
ing the logo on a T-shirt or 
hoodie. City logos don’t typ- | 
ically make great apparel, so_ 
I'm glad it’s catchy enough 
that people want to wear it! 
Stay tuned for more on that. | 


Fast food on Ensign Lane 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Wendy’s opened to the 
public this morning. 

Restaurant employees and local dignitar- 
ies from the Astoria- Warrenton Area Chamber 
of Commerce cut the ribbon Tuesday on the 
region’s newest fast-food chain. 

The franchise along Ensign Lane in the 
Warrenton Highlands retail center is Steve 
Harris’ 26th. 

The building is the eighth of Wendy’s 

—" Smart 2.0 restaurants, designed for a smaller 
Edward Stratton/The Daily Astorian footprint at 2,400 square feet compared to 
General Manager Janai Hullette-Gromoll cuttheribbonforthe 3,400 square feet for a usual location, Harris 
Astoria-Warrenton Area Chamber of Commerce on Tuesday _ said. 
for the new Wendy's in Warrenton, which opened today. “That’s kind of the push behind it,” he said. 
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Wendy’s: Location has caused concern 


and online ads to attract caused 


Continued from Page Al concern _ over 


“Hiring’s been interest- 
ing,” she said. 

The region has one of 
its lowest unemployment 
rates in decades, raising the 
question of whether Wen- 
dy’s could find workers for 
the lower-wage positions. 
Hullette-Gromoll said the 
company used social media 


workers. 

“After we hired the 
first round, it was word of 
mouth,” she said. 

Wendy’s will open from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. inside 
and until midnight in the 
drive-thru, where Harris has 
predicted about two-thirds 
of the customers will go. 

The location has also 


increased traffic at Ensign 
Lane and U.S. Highway 
101, the busiest intersection 
in the county. The restaurant 
is putting up signs to dis- 
courage people from block- 
ing the entrance and exit 
out of Warrenton High- 
lands, and employees will 
help direct traffic, Harris 
said. 


“We have a single production line here. So 
we’re going to be funneling more of the traffic 
through one line. It saves us about 50 hours a 
week in labor. And it’s about $50,000 cheaper 
to build.” 

Wendy’s has more than 6,500 locations 
globally. The Warrenton location is the second 
on the Oregon Coast after Coos Bay. 

Harris’ company runs 25 other restaurants 
in the Pacific Northwest. He was attracted to 
Warrenton by the year-round local population 
and central location in a large shopping cen- 
ter, he said. 

The Warrenton location has so far added 41 
employees, Harris said, 38 workers and three 
managers. Leading them is Janai Hullette-Gro- 
moll, the general manager, who moved from 
Vancouver, Washington, to run the store. 


See Wendy's, Page A5 
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Welcome: 
Invocation: 


Color Guard: 


Pledge of Allegiance: 


National Anthem: 
POW/MIA Table: 


Guest Speaker: 


Changing of the flag: 


Flowers: 


Flowers: 

A Tribute: 
Taps: 
Thank you: 


Benediction: 


Annual Flag Changing Ceremony 


May 27, 2019 Post Office Area (12:30 PM) 
Sponsored by the Fort Stevens VFW Post No. 10580 


Ft. Stevens Post 10580 Auxiliary President Debbie Little 

Andy Klumper, Seaside Police Chaplain 

Cub Scout Pack 509 

All 

Kara Dowaliby will sing the National Anthem. 

Debbie Little, Fort Stevens Post 10580 Auxiliary President 

Luke Thomas, Clatsop County Veterans Service Officer 

Color Guard will include representatives from branches of the 

Armed Forces, Warrenton Police Dept. and the VFW with help 

From Cub Scout Pack 509. 

VFW Member will lay flowers under the U.S. Flag and POW/MIA Flag in 
Honor and Memory of the Service Men and Women who left home, never 
to return. 

Chief of Police, Matthew Workman. Tribute to Robert Bernard McMasters. 
VFW Post 10580 Chaplain Leroy Dunn - “Remember Me America” 

Kale Moss Warrenton High School 

Auxiliary 10580 President Debbie Little 


Andy Klumper, Seaside Police Chaplain 


VFW 10580 Post Commander, Marc Warren & Auxiliary President Debbie Little wish to give Special 
Thanks to all participants, the City of Warrenton, and all Organizations involved with the Ceremony. 
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still dealing 


with levee 


Warrenton 
System 
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mission plans to develop a new policy to 


eo 2“Scs 62 
5 S8HR 2yB 
Tea Soon Ea eo 
- 0” wo S22 eR 
& BES PeSse 
— Pr vO 
o sa (3) rN 
om) 5) 5 3°75 
S S526 g3y 
5} 7 oo mat > O 
a gona sae eae faked 
f Beat ease 
o ® rm) 
2 er b&S2 s3o8 
: Oe oe ge ae o 
5 gn eSB as 
SS a6 a Bees aan 
=I eatsQesgs 
3) sgoon Bx 
5 8-8e85 8. 
Nem ek ~ pie 5S 2 Ss 
”aE“s 42 o So 
0 oO @E5-S5 Age 
BSBA S32 CO h 
So 823.8 & MH 
se 4.4.8.9 m0 6 


If the garage is not addressed, it 
could jeopardize the levee system’s sta- 


See Warrenton, Page A7 


Inspection Program, which provides 

Mark Kujala, a Clatsop County com- 
missioner and former Warrenton mayor 
who has been acting as a levee con- 
sultant for the city, estimates that most 


tus within the federal Rehabilitation and 
rehabilitation assistance. 
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Warrenton: Aging 14-foot levees surrounding the city are critical protections 


Continued from Page Al 


of the garage is built into 
the right of way, property 
that does not belong to the 
homeowner. 

Other encroachments 
include things like gates, 
sign posts, boat dock access 
ramps, water and sewer 
pipes, utility poles, trees 
and access roads — not all 
of which fall into the “unac- 
centable” category. But the 


property, specifically the 
garage, near Fourth Street 
has long been an issue. 

“And it’s for sale,” Kujala 
said. 

It is up to the homeowner 
to prove the garage does not 
impact the levee’s ability 
to withstand a major flood. 
Kujala outlined several steps 
the property owner could 
take that had been discussed 
by the inspection team in 
January. 


The last resort would 
be to remove the structure 
entirely. But, Kujala noted, 
none of the options were 
officially sanctioned by 
Army Corps representatives 
at the time. 

There is a question of 
how much involvement 
the city wants to assume in 
enforcing the levee right of 
way, Kujala said. Will the 
city work with the property 
owner to find engineering 


services, for example? 

“Half of me wants to help 
the homeowner, half of me 
doesn’t want to assume the 
liability,” Mayor Henry Bal- 
ensifer said. 

The City Commission 
asked city staff and attorney 
Spencer Parsons to develop 
a draft policy for the com- 
mission to discuss at a future 
meeting. 

With around 80 percent 
of Warrenton located below 


high tide, the aging 14-foot 
levees surrounding the city 
are critical protections that 
have been the source of 
much frustration and anxiety. 

City leaders have worked 
for years to prove the levee 
system can protect the city 
from a 100-year flood. If the 
system were to be accredited 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, the 
properties behind the levees 
would no longer be consid- 


ered to be in the flood plain 
and residents would see 
lower flood insurance rates. 
Accreditation would also 
lower some restrictions on 
development. 

Kujala hopes to have a 
final checklist of items that 
the city needs to address 
based on the January inspec- 
tion from the Army Corps 
later this month. A final 
inspection report will be 
issued before September. 


BENEFIT DINNER 
& 


SILENT AUCTION 


Hosted by: Fort Stevens VFW 10580 Post & Auxiliary 


Camp Rilea, Warrenton Oregon 
June 19, 2019 5:30 to 7:00 PM 
Pre-Sale Adults $10 / Children under 12 $5.00 
At the Door Adults $12.00 / Children under 12 $6.00 


Benefit is for Jackson, a 7 year old Coast Guard kiddo who was 
diagnosed with Leukemia AL in March. 


Dinner includes spaghetti, bread, salad, dessert and beverage. 


For Tickets: 
www.fortstevens10580.com 
or call: 

Debbie Little 503-739-0661 


